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Sarnia-Cherie

The only British territories to endure Nazi occupation,
the Channel Islands became a symbol of stoic
resilience, says Adam Hay-Nicholls, as he celebrates
the 80th anniversary of Guernsey’s liberation

N the alternoon of June 28, 1940,
the Laftwalte bombed and strafed
lines of lorries parked on St Peter
Port's harbourside. The Germans
thooght these were British troops sent to
fortify the island, but they were, in fact,
dedivery lorries stacked high with tomatoes
wilting to be exported to the mainland.
Fifty-one vehicles were destroyed and 39
innocent people were killed, with another
30 seriousty igured in the hour-dong sttack
The islanders boped it was i rando strike,
but, within a couple of days, the enemy had
quicthy landed on Guernsey —the Channel
Islands became the only British tervitories
to fall into Hatlers hands. The situation was
Initially presented as a ‘'model ocoupation’,
German High Command sought to project
a message that the Brisish mainland had
nothing o fear from
occupation by the Relch
and it would also serve
as o propagandas tool
in the Fatherland
As the war ground on,
however, the islanders
sulfervd, (st came curfews, then requisition.
ing of margy bonws and all forms of transpaort,
the severing of outside communications, res
trictions on fishing and a ban on swinuming
More than 66,000 mines were lakl on the
beaches and those Dreaking e rdes or resese-
ing occupation could receive a death warran.
In the days leading up 1o the occupation,
many families waved goodbye to thedr young
chiMien, who were among the islanders
shipped 1o the mainkarxd out of harm's way,
upsare as 1o whether they would ever reanice,
Thee was also strict rationdng and once sapply
Hines were cot following D-Day i June 1964,
many of the islanders amd their occupeers
Degun Lo starve, resorting Lo eating dogs, sea-
gulls and stinging nettles to survive. Those
ware the lucky anes. More than 500 Guernsey
islanders—most of them non-istand-born
mon—were deportod 1o the internment canp
ol Biberach in southern Germany.
The people of Guernsey endured Nazl
oocupation for five long years. On May 8,
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¢ As the war
ground on, the
islanders suffered ?

195, Churchill announced the end of the
wiar in Burope—and Guernsey and Jersey
would be freed the following day. Surrender
was completed by Ma)-Gen Hetne and Cape
L2 Zimmerman aboard B-class destrover
HMS Awildog, championed by the sound
of exuberant, but malnourished crowds along
the seafront of St Peter Port.

Bighty years later, an island-wide siren
blasted at 8.59am to signal the start of the
S0tk anniversary of Liberation Day. Thow-
sands descended upon St Peter Port’s North
Esplanade to admire the uniforms of serving
Bratish armed forces, reserves and cadets,
hear the band of the Royal Marines and
catch a glimpse of Second Warkd War veterans,
Islanders who lived through the occupation
and The Princess Roval, who delivered an
address on behalf of The King

Another guest of hon-
our (of significantly
smaller stature) was
atortoase caliod Thmothy.
Born in 1940 and still
gaing stromg, Timothy
was honoured Froan the
confines of a cage strapped to a Fiat 500 His
Si-year-old owner, Maggie Cull, revealed
they both livesd in Guernsoy durtng the war:
My godmother gave me o tiny tortoise as
a christening present. It took 25 years to be
told by a vet that she was a female, bot, 35
years on, we still call her Thmothy,

Following The Princess Royal's address,
Allied alr power new and old took to the sky;
& quad-engine Alrbas AJ00M transporter aed
Boeing P-8A Poseddon marttione patrol alroraft
Impressedd with thedr size, 2s 8 Hawher Hurricane
fighter, a Harvard and o C47 demonstrated
that, S0 years ago, heauty went with bravery.

A cavaleade of nesurdy 50 Noats, some depict -
ing notabie ships such as 5SS Voga, & Red Cross
vessel that distrbuated vital food packages in
the Last six months of the war, and HMS Buli-
dog, adorned with sunflowers—asymbaol »

Free at last: islanders in St Peter Port
celebrate liberty in May 1948 following
five hard years under Nazi occupation







Country Life International

of Ukraine —brought the streets to life, com
plemented by mose than 200 military and pre-
war sutomobiles; khaki British and American
hardware through to Rolls-Royces, Bentheys,
a Citroén Traction Avant bearing the resist-
ant Free France's Crodx de Lorralos and one
Volkswagen Kubelwagen ‘under new 1an
agement” trundled along the route

Force 135 was the Bestish military task force
assagnind to recupore Guerrsey and reenactons
arrived in the harbour on two period Royal
Navy motor launches, HMS Modiesa and HMS
Flyoatcher, Quuyside, big-barxd brass and swing
classics from the 1940s encouraged boagie-
WoOhe toes 1o tap. In the Albion, possibly
the clasest pub in the world to a church,
a young waoman produced an sccordion amnd
started playing as the barflies waved their
Union Flags. The day was capped by & cre-
scendo of fireworks, a Joyous and respectful
nodd Lo the sacriflioes made and the stoicism
exhibited by the islunders 30 years ngo. s

Festung, but not forgotten:
memornes of the occupation

* Pleinmont Tower A six-storey MP3
German naval absenabion tower Nes
Guermsay's south-west 1ip = an extraord-
nary exarmple of Brutalst archtecture and
a syrmbol of the Naai's occupation of the
island. The ongnal rangefindans ramain

in working order and the Battery Dolmen
gun sie is located 2 short walk awary

* Fort Hommet (befow) The Nozs ackgted
s Martedo lower 10 incude concmete burkers
and several coastal-defence and anti-tank
gurs, together with machine-gun pits. Towry
of Guemaey RilnsOoucsoiouscrsey cool
15 offering exclusve acoess 10 he bunkers
on August 17 and historic-insarest group
Festurg Guernsey htips Veshunoguenmsey
org.o s hosting an open day here on Sept:
ermber 13 foaturng undormed re-enacions
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Churchill looks on as the stoic Guernsey donkey is freed from the shackles of Nazi rule

* German Underground Hospital "he

larpast Second Workd Wer structure in the
Channel Slands, tis hospital and ammun-
200 store Comprises more than 75 000sq it
of subteranaan 1umeks amost inveble from
ahove, Dull under & low Nl N the heart of the
island's countryside. &t was excavated by

slaves under the commeand of Organisation
Todt over ?e course of 3% yaars, Tha hosps-
tal catered for S00 Wehemachl patiants,

but was only used for @ matier of months

* Batterie Mirus The agest gun
emplacement In tha Channe! Islands,
Batterie Mirus boastad four 120 gune
capabie of finng 30 mies out 10 sea and
aach had s own ammuntion store, plant
roome and accommeodation for 72 men
To pravant dataction from Alled arcrafl,
It was disguisaed as a housa. Within the
labynnthine turnels are eerie muras
daubed by the Wahrmacht soichears thal

rerman on the peeling £3-year-old paint-
work, Including one that reads “We march
towards England’. Tours of Guermsey can
arange accass by appoimment

* Wn Schonbucht-Mitte Ths am tank
bunkar formed part of 2 smed resistance
nest defending the centre of Balegreve Bay
& conasted of a single room and a captured
Czech gun, The bunker was bured in the
19708, but was unearthad in 2011 angd is
remarkably wel-preserved with many of £3
ongingl Saaturas in sity, Festung Guemsay
wil hOst an opan evaning here on August 19
* German Occupation Museum
Establshed n 1966, ths museum is the
io's work of Richard Heaume, who began
collecting tems related 10 the occupaton
a8 a schooboy, Among the musaum's
MO Unusus Ilems is an agquine gas
mask, used 10 defand German horsas
from chemica attack
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