
 

 

 

 

 

 

Renoir in Guernsey, 1883: Renoir’s artworks return to their place of creation 

Art for Guernsey launches the only exhibition of Renoir’s work to be held in 2023 

Taking place from the 30th September – 15th December the unique event will celebrate Renoir’s time 

on the Islands of Guernsey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 February 2023 - Art for Guernsey is delighted to announce a one-off Renoir exhibition on Guernsey, 

in celebration of the 140th anniversary of Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s important stay on the second largest 

of the Channel Islands. 

In partnership with the Guernsey Museums and the Musée des Impressionnismes Giverny, Art for 

Guernsey has brought together a collection of Renoir’s works painted during his stay in September 

1883 and for the first-time ever will show them in the locations they depict. 

The project has been curated by Art for Guernsey’s Founder, David Ummels, who in conjunction with a 

series of generous museums, benefactors and private collectors, has made the exhibition possible. 

In September 1883 Renoir made the trip to Guernsey, staying for just over a month and producing 15 

landscape paintings. He was fascinated by the way the light interacted with the natural environment, 

the crystal-clear waters and steep topography and the island inhabitants who bathed freely amongst 

the rocks, inspiring him and ultimately creating fundamental shifts in his work. 

The project’s long journey began when Art for Guernsey curated the Renoir Walk in 2019. This now-

permanent fixture is a self-guided, alfresco exhibition framing the scenes that Renoir painted in one of 

Guernsey’s most captivating bays; Moulin Huet. Inaugurated by Cyrille Sciama, Director of the Musée 

des Impressionnismes, the Renoir Walk launch gave opportunity for Sciama to explain the influence 

Guernsey had on Renoir at the end of his Impressionist period and the island’s role in supporting his 

shift towards painting nudes in landscapes. 

In 2020 Art for Guernsey successfully arranged for the syndication and acquisition of one of Renoir’s 

Guernsey masterpieces ‘Rochers de Guernesey avec personnages’ (plage à Guernesey). Considered 

one of the best works from his time on the island and one of only five still in private hands local collectors 

were resolved to bring this piece back to the island opening further doors for collaborating and beginning 

the process resulting in the Renoir in Guernsey ,1883 exhibition. 
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The centrepiece of the event will be a fine art exhibition at Candie Museum showcasing his works, with 

other exhibitions and activities planned across the island.  

Since September 2022 pupils at 13 primary schools on the island have been engaged in a cultural 

enrichment programme using Renoir’s works as inspiration for their own art. The children’s works will 

subsequently be displayed and celebrated at AFG Gallery on the island.  

Other initiatives include local photographer, Paul Chambers, taking up the challenge to capture the 

infamous light depicted in Renoir’s work using photographic equipment from 1883. Chambers’ aim is to 

test Renoir’s theory that the emerging medium of photography could never match the medium of 

painting for capturing the movement of light. Budding photographers can also rise to this challenge and 

have the chance to exhibit their work alongside that of Paul Chambers in an exhibition. 

Art for Guernsey’s hope and ambition is that the ten-week exhibition and initiatives will result in the role 

Guernsey played in Renoir’s career being fully acknowledged, illustrated and celebrated. 

Cyrille Sciama, Director of the Musée des Impressionnismes, quotes “I am very happy to see this dream 

of Renoir in Guernsey come true. It is such a joy to bring back the works to where they were painted!” 

“We are delighted to be the home of this exhibition for nearly three months” notes Helen Glencross, 

Head of Heritage Services for the States of Guernsey. “The rarity of this exhibition coming to fruition is 

a testament to the immense efforts that have taken place behind the scenes, and we cannot wait for 

the public to enjoy it first-hand.” 

David Ummels Founder of Art for Guernsey, quotes “This is an unparalleled event for such a small 

island. To reunite these masterpieces, painted on Guernsey, and gathered here from across the globe 

is truly monumental. We are looking forward to welcoming many visitors to the exhibition and to the 

Islands of Guernsey, where they can experience the unique light and scenery that so inspired Renoir.” 

For relevant imagery, please see here. 

For more information on the exhibition and upcoming ticket sales, please visit here.  

-ENDS- 

Editor’s Notes: 

Art for Guernsey is a charitable initiative managed by a team of passionate professionals who share a 

belief in the transformative power of art to bring communities together, provide educational opportunities 

and promote Cultural Diplomacy. Each year Art for Guernsey invites an internationally renowned artist 

to visit and be inspired by Guernsey, and to produce related artworks to constitute an artistic legacy for 

the island. Art in School, our innovative art-lending programme, makes available artworks of museum 

quality to any Guernsey school willing to develop project-based learning opportunities and use the 

artworks in a multidisciplinary context (creative writing, geography, science, maths, history, technology 

and so on). This inventive art-lending programme has been incredibly successful: to date 18 Guernsey 

schools have engaged with the initiative. Art for Guernsey also has a strong remit to support local artists 

in various ways and to invest its resources to support various innovative art and education-related local 

charitable projects. 
 

For more information contact jock@artforguernsey.com 

How to reach the Islands of Guernsey: 

With flight times from UK as little as 40 minutes and ferry sailings from three hours, visitors can opt to 

take the ferry over the Channel from Poole or Portsmouth or fly directly from the UK with Aurigny airlines. 

Aurigny operate year-round direct flights to Guernsey from London, East Midlands, Manchester, 

Birmingham, Bristol, Exeter, Southampton and Dublin. Condor Ferries operate slow and fast ferries 

from Poole and Portsmouth to Guernsey year-round. 

For more information on the Islands of Guernsey, please visit here. 
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For imagery of the Islands of Guernsey, please see here.  

For more information contact guernsey@wearelotus.co.uk 
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