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COACH 
JOY FOR 
SINGLES

SOLO travellers can save 
their dosh when they book a 
UK getaway with coach tour 
company Shearings.

Its 27 Coast & Country 
Hotels are scrapping single- 
occupancy supplements, 
which is the additional 
charge applied to anyone 
travelling on their own, to 
cover cleaning and other 
services.

You can pick from seaside
and countryside hotels 
across Britain, including 
Burlington Hotel in 
Eastbourne, Llandudno’s 
County Hotel and 
Windermere Hotel in the 
Lake District. 

The offer is applicable to
both coach holidays and 
self-drive hotel breaks. 

See shearings.com or call
01709 249 698.

�YOU do not need to 
travel hours on a plane

for a sunshine holiday, 
latest weather reports have 
revealed.

The islands of Guernsey 
last year broke their record 
for sunshine hours, with a 
total 2,117 – more than 800 
hours better than the UK 
average.

Visitors can soak up the 
warmth across some 50km 
of beautiful coastline 
including 40 fabulous 
beaches and bays. 
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Get a 
flavour of the 

Channel Islands next 
spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 

throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 

chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com
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Stuttgart to Venice, Vienna, Budapest, 
Ljubljana, Zagreb and Rijeka. Cosying 
up in a sleeper couchette would be 
a memorable way to celebrate a big 
birthday or anniversary. Rail fanatics 
might also try the extended Vienna/
Munich–Milan service that now 
continues on to Genoa and La Spezia. 
Alternatively, hold out for the operator’s 
next generation of trains, set to launch in 
summer, featuring private compartments 
with their own bathroom. nightjet.com/en

17. Go somewhere new  
HOME Rutland is England’s smallest 
and one of its least-visited counties. 
Self-styled as the “county of good taste”, 
the East Midlands region is ideal for 
an indulgent short break. A new hotel, 
Barnsdale Lodge, will open near the 
picturesque Rutland Water in spring 
under the stewardship of the company 
that has reinvented The Mitre in 
Hampton Court and The Retreat at Elcot 
Park in Wiltshire – expect bold and bright 
patterns, and exemplary food. signet.ltd
AWAY Greece has been a popular 
destination for British holidaymakers 
this year, but few go to the pine-clad 
island of Agistri, between Piraeus and the 
Peloponnese. Alongside a trio of pretty 
villages are gorgeous beaches, hiking 
and cycling trails, all easily accessed 
from Athens. A week’s B&B at Oasis Beach 
Hotel from £748pp with Gatwick flights, 
olympicholidays.com 

From some of the world’s oldest 
vineyards to techno raves, Georgia is a 
fascinating but often overlooked holiday 

Continued from p71 destination. A new group tour for 18- to 
35-year-olds packs in highlights from 
the capital Tbilisi to fortresses and the 
Caucasus mountains. Eight days from 
£1,909pp, excluding flights, contiki.com

British Airways will start flying direct 
from Heathrow to Guyana in March. 
The only English-speaking country in 
South America is drenched in rainforest, 
with the magnificent Kaieteur Falls 
a highlight. Eight-day jungle trekking 
holidays from £1,552pp, excluding flights, 
responsibletravel.com 
 
18. Feel calm 
HOME Head to Sark in the Channel 
Islands for a serene start to spring. 
The car-free island is hosting a 
women-only yoga retreat from 12-14 
May. Practices take place in a sacred 
stone circle; accommodation is in 
the luxurious Stocks Hotel. £448pp  
full-board with yoga and chanting,  
beinspiredby.co.uk/sark-spring-23
AWAY Around half of Canada is covered 
by forest, so a trip here can be beneficial 
to mental health (as well as your 
oxygen intake: trees emit phytoncides 
– antimicrobial aromas thought to be 
beneficial to immunity). A 10-night 
canoeing expedition through the Yukon 
will chart a strenuous but serene course 
through the boreal landscape of Canada’s 
second-least populated province, with 
wild camping and wildlife both on the 
agenda. 10 days from £1,365pp excluding 
flights, muchbetteradventures.com 

For something less active, a 
16th-century hammam is reopening 
in Istanbul in September after 12 years 

of work. Çinili Hamam will display the 
Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman artefacts 
unearthed during the transformation. 
thecinilihamam.com 
 
19. Take better pictures  
HOME Scotland’s dramatic scenery 
is particularly photogenic, and 
a smartphone is unlikely to do it 
justice. Glencoe is an ideal place to 
start. Accompanied by a professional 
photographer, you will have one-to-one 
tuition that can also include drone 
photography. From £1,250 for up to three, 
pauldavidsmith.co.uk 
AWAY Many of us are guilty of over-
zealous smartphone snapping, but a 
wildlife-focused trip can concentrate 
our attention on getting the best 
pictures, using a good old-fashioned 
camera. On Ireland’s Great Saltee, a 
renowned breeding ground and bird 
sanctuary, are Atlantic puffin, guillemots, 
razorbills, skylarks and more. Spring 
tides coincide with golden hours, making 
it a decidedly photogenic spot. As well 
as photographic tuition, there is time 
for editing back at base. Six-night trip, 
departing 21 May, from £2,195pp with full 
board and tuition, wildlifeworldwide.com
 
20. Get festive 
HOME  Head to Liverpool, the Unesco 
City of Music that will host Eurovision on 
behalf of Ukraine in May, with fan zones 
and cultural events that will precede 
25th anniversary celebrations of the 
city’s Biennial – a visual arts festival that 
will run from 10 June to 17 September. 
visitliverpool.com
AWAY Australia is set to host Sydney 
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ESCAPE  PLANS
THE LATEST NEWS AND DEALS

FROM THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

RED-LETTER DAY FOR LIVERPOOL
Radisson RED’s fifth UK property has 
arrived on Liverpool’s Lime Street, 
standing in a prime location next to 
the city’s main station. The Grade 
II-listed building opened in 1871 as the 
North Western Hotel, one of the 
original British railway hotels of the 
Victorian era.

Designed by Liverpudlian Alfred 
Waterhouse, the architect behind 
London’s Natural History Museum, 
the 201-room hotel has been 
restored to its former glory from its 
French 
chateau-style 
roof of turrets 
and spires to 
the stunning 
20ft-high 
stained-glass 
window above 
the refurbished grand central 
sandstone staircase. Even a secret 
doorway from the hotel’s bar on to 
the station concourse has been 
reopened.

And in a nod to the city’s fab music 
scene and The Beatles, a 1960s-style 
scooter and sidecar and submarine 
sculpture are on display.

Just across the street lies another 
iconic landmark, St George’s Hall, 
while Liverpool’s Empire theatre is 
just a minute’s walk away.

Doubles from £105 a night. 
radissonhotels.com

Radisson RED

ENJOY A TASTE OF GUERNSEY
Get a flavour of the Channel Islands 
this spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 
throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 
chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com

SAVE ON HOLIDAY HOTSPOTS
Book by January 31 to save up to 
£300 on easyJet getaways through 
to November 2024. More than 5,000 
hotels are on offer in sunshine 
hotspots such as Greece, Turkey, 
Portugal and Egypt, with packages 
including flights, accommodation, 
23kg baggage per person and 
transfers. easyJet.com/holidays

Guernsey
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ESCAPE  PLANS
THE LATEST NEWS AND DEALS

FROM THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

RED-LETTER DAY FOR LIVERPOOL
Radisson RED’s fifth UK property has 
arrived on Liverpool’s Lime Street, 
standing in a prime location next to 
the city’s main station. The Grade 
II-listed building opened in 1871 as the 
North Western Hotel, one of the 
original British railway hotels of the 
Victorian era.

Designed by Liverpudlian Alfred 
Waterhouse, the architect behind 
London’s Natural History Museum, 
the 201-room hotel has been 
restored to its former glory from its 
French 
chateau-style 
roof of turrets 
and spires to 
the stunning 
20ft-high 
stained-glass 
window above 
the refurbished grand central 
sandstone staircase. Even a secret 
doorway from the hotel’s bar on to 
the station concourse has been 
reopened.

And in a nod to the city’s fab music 
scene and The Beatles, a 1960s-style 
scooter and sidecar and submarine 
sculpture are on display.

Just across the street lies another 
iconic landmark, St George’s Hall, 
while Liverpool’s Empire theatre is 
just a minute’s walk away.

Doubles from £105 a night. 
radissonhotels.com

Radisson RED

ENJOY A TASTE OF GUERNSEY
Get a flavour of the Channel Islands 
this spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 
throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 
chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com

SAVE ON HOLIDAY HOTSPOTS
Book by January 31 to save up to 
£300 on easyJet getaways through 
to November 2024. More than 5,000 
hotels are on offer in sunshine 
hotspots such as Greece, Turkey, 
Portugal and Egypt, with packages 
including flights, accommodation, 
23kg baggage per person and 
transfers. easyJet.com/holidays

Guernsey
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green
going
g

Gentle, car-free Herm, one of the 
Islands of Guernsey, is taking 
more steps to achieve carbon 
neutrality. Its ferry service from 
Guernsey now uses hydrotreated 
vegetable oil, made by Jersey 
supplier Rubis Channel Islands, 
and next up is the conversion of 
all boilers on the 0.77-square-
mile island to 100 per cent 
renewable heating oil.

Herm is 20 minutes by sea 
from St Peter Port and has long 
stretches of white sand, cliff 
paths with views to the French 
coast and its own microclimate. 
visitguernsey.com 

 ■The Broads Authority, which 
oversees The Broads National 
Park in Norfolk and Suffolk, is to 
work with boat yards to make 
hire boats on the waterways 
either all-electric or zero-
emission propulsion, such as 
with hydrogen fuel cells. 
visitthebroads.co.uk
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Sarah Baxter follows the ebb and flow  
of the sea on hikes around the British  
Isles and Ireland, from a North East 
pilgrimage to an Oscar-worthy  
trip to the pub

23 coastal 
walks for 2023

Kent Coast Path
Where it all began
The England Coast Path, a national 
trail around the entire coast, is 
projected to be completed this year. 
Or maybe 2024. Either way, why not 
go back to the start? The first official 
section opened in Kent in July 2016 
and combines two National Nature 
Reserves, historic Cinque Port 
towns, Roman villas, the Battle of 
Britain Memorial and the White 
Cliffs of Dover (explorekent.org). 
Contours Holidays offers self-guided 
trips along its 108km. Five nights from 
£610pp B&B, contours.co.uk

Way of the Sea, Durham
A North East camino
One of six Northern Saints Trails 
recently launched across County 
Durham, this 61km pilgrimage hugs 
the little-known stretch of shore 
between Warkworth and North 
Shields. Along the way lie fishing 
h b d li hth bi d

harbours and lighthouses, seabirds 
and sea glass, coal-mining history 
and Tynemouth’s ruined castle-
priory. Northern Saints Trails visitor 
guide costs £5, northernsaints.com

Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire
Community trails
Three short, fully accessible and 
dog-friendly strolls around Milford 
Haven’s historic waterfront in the 
far west of Wales were designed 
by teenagers from a local school as 
part of a National Lottery-funded 
community project. These themed 
heritage walking trails tell the 
stories of Vikings, Tudors, pirates, 
whalers and fishermen, using the 
students’ words and artwork as 
a guide. Walking routes are free to 
download, milfordwaterfront.co.uk

Fife Coastal Path
Scotland’s Cinque Terre
This 187km route from Kincardine 
to Newburgh turns 21 this year. 
Y i ht t t M dit

You might not get Mediterranean 
climes on “Scotland’s Cinque Terre”, 
but you will find appealing fishing 
villages, dramatic seaside scenery, 
glorious beaches and delicious 
food, from fresh crab and lobster 
to fish and chips. Macs Adventure 
offers a self-guided trip. Seven 
nights from £830pp including B&B 
accommodation, macsadventure.com

Coastal Causeway,  
Northern Ireland
Best of the best 
In the 2022 Walk NI Awards, 
the winner of Best Long 
Distance Trail was the 
1,024km Ulster Way. 
And the winner of 
Best Section of this 
epic circuit was the 
Causeway Coast 
Way, 50km of rugged 
cliffs (above), dazzling 
beaches and Unesco-
listed rock formations. 
J i A W W lk’
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Join Away a Wee Walk’s 
8km jaunt to the Giant’s 
Causeway for the best views of this 
wonder. Guided Coastal Causeway 
Cliff Top experience from £39pp, 
awayaweewalk.com

Guernsey
Virtual folklore on foot
Compact, sylvan and serene, 

Guernsey is a great place to 
explore on foot. In 2022, 

a walking app was 
launched; this year, 
eight “Once Upon 
an Island” trails 
have been added, 
based on Sir Edgar 
MacCulloch’s 1903 
book of Guernsey 

folklore. Download 
the walking app for free, 

visitguernsey.com

Cambrian coast, North Wales
Ramble by rail
The Cambrian Trailways are self-
guided walks between stations 

on the Cambrian Rail Line. 
Hop off in Criccieth and follow 
boardwalks (inset left) and cliff 
paths to Porthmadog (16km). Or 
start from pretty Llwyngwril and 
follow ancient tracks above the 
Mawddach Estuary before crossing 
the famous bridge to finish in 
bustling Barmouth (10km). Unlimited 
Explore Cambrian day ticket £13.50, 
thecambrianline.co.uk 

Achill Island, Ireland
Movie magic
The Oscar-nominated The Banshees 
of Inisherin was partly filmed on 
Achill, one of Ireland’s largest 
islands. It is scenically dramatic, 
with soaring cliffs and isolated 
coves, plus most of Achill is common 
land, so you can hike where you like. 

Walk to Keem Bay, where Brendon 
Gleeson’s character lived, and to 
the island’s south-east, where the 
crew built the JJ Devine Pub. Achill 
Isle House B&B can arrange guided 
walks. B&B doubles from €80 (£70), 
achillislehouse.com

Lake District, Cumbria
Outdoor art
Since 2022 it has been possible to 

lk th ild I i h S l dwalk the wild Irish Sea-slapped 
edge of Cumbria, all the way from 
Allonby to Green Road – one of the 
newest sections of the England 
Coast Path. This summer, the 60km 
stretch between the Georgian port 
of Whitehaven and Millom, on 
the Duddon Estuary, will be 
punctuated with outdoor art 
by Deep Time. deeptime.uk
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 Passengers would 
dress up for a flight in its 
heyday  Bernard Lavelle, p73
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Get a 
flavour of the 

Channel Islands next 
spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 

throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 

chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com
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COACH 
JOY FOR 
SINGLES

SOLO travellers can save 
their dosh when they book a 
UK getaway with coach tour 
company Shearings.

Its 27 Coast & Country 
Hotels are scrapping single- 
occupancy supplements, 
which is the additional 
charge applied to anyone 
travelling on their own, to 
cover cleaning and other 
services.

You can pick from seaside
and countryside hotels 
across Britain, including 
Burlington Hotel in 
Eastbourne, Llandudno’s 
County Hotel and 
Windermere Hotel in the 
Lake District. 

The offer is applicable to
both coach holidays and 
self-drive hotel breaks. 

See shearings.com or call
01709 249 698.

�YOU do not need to 
travel hours on a plane

for a sunshine holiday, 
latest weather reports have 
revealed.

The islands of Guernsey 
last year broke their record 
for sunshine hours, with a 
total 2,117 – more than 800 
hours better than the UK 
average.

Visitors can soak up the 
warmth across some 50km 
of beautiful coastline 
including 40 fabulous 
beaches and bays. 
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