story fan will soonbe  region tend to go fo

m £1
ONE keen ker down ina World well as vi r €1 million. As
hunk® ews of the is|
100 inker on Guernsey. g?‘iq;:g\: Bay, Bunk?rngl: Eighty
as a
ﬂ:‘w built in 1942 by German Brad Ogler, dm%f‘tgf utle SBE"
put has since had a facelift  developments, which owns the

D g s debul on the the burikor' story g o

P

concrete shelter was

renovated bedrooms, bunker, said “W,

arket. itfelt homel

§MSOAK UP.THE SCE

|adventur

WHIZZING along the water hold-
ing on for dear life wasn’t exactly
what I had in mind for a peaceful
cruise to the Norwegian fjords.

We boarded the RIB (rigid inflatable
boat) just a hundred metres or so from the
MSC Virtuosa, our cruise liner home for
the week — kitted out in waterproof overalls
and goggles as we soaked ur the views of
the fis villages and wildlife surrounding
the seaside town of Maloy.

This is éull one of the dozens of excur-
sions MSC Cruises offers on a week-long
Norwegian Fjords voyage.

I'm one of 6,000 guests on board the
sold-out ship — 330 metres long and 19
decks - wﬂh Kelly, my wife, and our
daughters Savannah, 13, and Scarlett, ten.

e are first-time “cruisers” and I have to
admit I was slightly overwhelmed when I
first boarded as there’s just so much to do
on and off the enormous ship.

The day trips, expertly organised by the
cruise team, offer a hassle-free way to see
the hlfhllghls of the surrounding areas on
one of four port stops.

And they really go make a Norweglan
Fiord cruise the experience of a lifetime.
b our first stop, in Haugesund, the
reathtaking Langfoss waterfall awaited us,
voted one of the top ten most beautiful
waterfalls in the worl'z)i.
=, had z?ecled a tranquil trickle of water
irounded by tourists posing for Instagram
°Onm But instead we were greeted by a
mmclou! torrent of water falling from 600
fires above our heads.
on F 0ur day-long visit to Flam we jumped
a coach to the Stegastein viewpoint
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PORTUGAL: Seven nights’ self-
catering at 4% Paraiso Albufeira
is from pp Including flight:
from Stansted on November 2.
See thomascook.com.
CORNWALL: Three nights'’ self-

ring In a two-bed home at F
Hollday Village is from £343 in November.
Dogs welcome. See lovatparks.com.
CRETE: Seven nights’' B&B at the 4%
Palmera Beach Hotel & Spa Is from £319pp
including flights from Manchester on
November 2. See loveholidays.com.

RYANAIR ON RISE
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GO: NORWEGIAN
FJORDS CRUISE

SAILING THERE: MSC Virtuosa will sail to the
Norwegian fjords next year from M
seven-day itineraries from £749pp, departin,
from Southampton and calling at Haugesund,
Maloy, Flam and Kristiansand. See

where tourists can walk out on a speclal
ngway suspended some 650 metres above

Our final stop took us to Kristiansand
which is on the southern tip of the cou
We hadn't booked an excursion for
so were free to explore solo.
icking up a map, we headed to the local
nature park. A wrong turn paid off, leading
us to most beautiful lake where swimmers

MSC Virtuosa had a double bed, bunk beds
for the kids and a balcony offering fresh
air and incredible sea views.

Not that we spent much time there as
there were five swimming pools, Jacuzzis
and a staggering 21 bars to enjoy — five of
them serving tipples outside.

If you do want to take full advantage of
those bars it's best to purchase a drinks
package before you board as it can work
out a lot cheaper.

For dinner we were assigned to the Il
Campo restaurant and to avoid overcrowd-
ing, passengers are offered one of three sit-
!lrg times.

r you can head to one of the speciality
restaurants, Jnc}udlng‘ the Butcher’s Cut

pany

and sushi are also on offer.
If you just fancy grabbing food at your
M Buffet serves
breakfast, lunch and dinner and late-night
snacks until lam.

were taking advantage of the good

Wide of the mark

Do remember your swimming kit when
ou leave the boat as there are
eaches and lakes to enjoy
The delight of a cruise ho
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out. And special mentions go to stand-up
comedian Tucker, who had us in stitches,
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