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s we approach the island in a

small propeller plane, I press

my face against the window to

take in the most magnificent
view. Arcs of white sandy beaches
stretch across the north coast, giant
cliffs form a mighty wall in the south,
and a ribbon of bright blue water
encircles it all.

Flying to Guernsey gives you that
feeling of escaping to an equatorial oasis,
but this Channel Island jewel is just 30
miles west of France’s Normandy coast.

The largest island in the Bailiwick of
Guernsey, which includes five other
inhabited islands - Alderney, Herm,
Jethou, Lihou and Sark, as well as many
small islets and rocks, is easy to reach
with Channel Islands-based Aurigny

- airline operating flights from 10 UK
? 3 i airports.
Flying with Aurigny, it's a few steps up

“The Channel Island has sunshine, good & ettt
foodiand charm; says Jessica Molyneux SRt
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BY NIGEL THOMPSON Passengers can taste a selectionof ~ MSC World America, i

sushi, sashimi, rolls and dishes such as

Sushi at seais on a California roll for The Hollywood star will be smashing

¢

Holland America. The 152-year-old line Lelspgum' PONE et and the Angry the bubbly on the bow and namingthe E37pr: ~
i anigcing 1< timale Marimoto b obster Paq Thai. hollandamerica.com  ship on April 9 in Miami, alongside ~ New York Hilton Midtown hotel
Sea dining experience to four more V. BCelestyalis refreshing s winter British actor Orlando Bloom‘JSl | on6th Avenue s walkable to
B et 1o Nty At g 2025-26 Persian Gulf itineraries with After the ceremony, the 6.762- | Central Park and features Hel‘hN §

Chef Masaharu Morimoto,the. b e ok ADUDhabiand - passenger World America wilsala | chen where ishes are made

i d aimah as a new celel o with -

br"a'ndsclgt:l r:relsz‘h Fish Ambassador,  port of call. Prices start at £279 per V°Y;!r:tt%ry0§2:m;?aqum ; \ hmevhomthehoms_ s
will showc; s 12-passenger extra person for a three-night voyage, Resel -Marine - én
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l TUl is opening hotel sensory
rooms to help neurodivergent

B guestsandtheir families.

|

]
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Launching at TUI BLUE
Nausicaa Beach in Larnaca,
Cyprus, on April 15, and TUI BLUE
Aura, Ibiza, on May 1, the spaces
have been specially desjqned }o

awareness training. Louise Bates,
managing director and hotel
concepts at TUI, said: “TUl is
committed to making holidays
accessible for all. Overstimulating
i \ts can be ch qging,
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It may still be ‘all
four seasons ina
day" time but
sandals weather
is close. These women's contoured fit
open-toe, machine washable ones
have an adjustable in-step strap, foam
cushioning and shock-absorbing
insole. They have Aquagrip lug
pattern rubber to avoid slips and anti-

of

provide calming, low
environments for guests who may
feel overwhelmed.

They will feature soft lighting,
sensory equipment or quiet zones
to encourage relaxation, plus staff
will have enhanced neurodiversity

so we are taking steps to make our
hotels more inclusive.

“These new sensory rooms will
provide a calm and comfortable
space, helping families enjoy a
truly relaxing holiday.” tui.co.uk

odours technology and contain
recycled PET plastic. In Black/Star
White, Martini Olive/Granite Green,
Plum Perfect/Dubarry.

KEEN Women's Leiki OT sandals,
£90, keenfootwear.co.uk
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island paradise bathed
in sunshine.

You're never far from
anything on Guernsey,
which measures just 24
sq mi, and it was lovely
to be checking into my
hotel, the St Pierre Park
Hotel, Spa & Golf
Resort, just three miles
north of the airport, s0
soon after arriving on
the island.

Guernsey's largest
hotel and set within 35
acres of gardens, this
Juxury abode has 131
bedrooms, an award-winning spd, gym
facilities and nine-hole golf course-

The friendly team makes an effort to
get to know their guests and show pljde
in the island, suggesting their favourite
places to visit throughout my stay.

My room, a deluxe, with sweeping
garden and lake views, boasts a large
balcony, a flatscreen TV. 2 hospitality
tray, and a cashmere mattress, SO 1
enjoyed some very restful nights.

Beneath the twinkle of the chandeliers
in the hotel’s restaurant that night, I
enjoyed a beautiful Guernsey Blue
Bottle gin and nori-cured salmon, and
there’s a mouthwatering selection of
main courses, including pan-fried cod
loin with Guernsey lobster risotto.

The dining room is named after
Victor Hugo, who wrote Les Miserables
and The Hunchback of Notre Dame, and
lived in Hauteville House, overlooking
the capital St Peter Port with his family
during his 15-year exile from 1856.

To complete the luxury experience,
during my stay I visit the hotel’s outdoor
Jacuzzi near the tennis court and take a
relaxing swim in the indoor pool.

The hotel’s luxury spa includes a
dual-aspect volcanic stone sauna, a
marble steam room, as well as five
treatment rooms.

Handsome St Peter Port is just a mile
away and, with cobbled streets,
cc_xlourful bunting, floral displays and
historic buildings, it's a charming place
for astroll. A tax-free island, it's also an
ldi\arll gl.arce to shop at a discount.

ifyou choose to pay in ¢
could find yourself wiﬂlpa}éuer:ss};&you
_po_und note in your change, a souveni
initself. But if you really want to get t 3
know the history of the island, gog wit?\
Sogel(:ine who knows... A

‘Gold-accredited Guer i
Gill Girard is an excellen?;eoystzl:)rdgmde
storytfeller. Meeting at the Victorian
Candie Gardens, Gill has signed
g_“togmphs from The Beatles with her

om over 60 years ago. Her father was

HISTORIC
| Tower

f’he promoter who arranged for the
thand to perform on the island before |
. ey skyrocketed to fame and there is
o gw amural at the gardens to

'rrr;Imemorate their 1963 performance.

: € restored 19th-century pleasure
gardens also house some of the oldest
greenhouses in the UK and offer
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spectacular views across St Peter Port
harbour and Gu

ernsey’s sister islands,
From there, Gill leads our groupona
tour of St Peter Port city and Castle
Cornet, an 800-year-old castle
standing at the mouth of the harbour.
At the royal fortress, visitors can
gen up on hundreds of years of history
in its museums and stroll around its
pristine period gardens. There are
daily reenactments of stories from
Guernsey's past by the History In
Action Company and, for kids, the
chance to take on the role of a king,
princess or a knight - with free
costume hire. :
Also in the summer months, it
hosts concert nights and BBQs.
Another standout attraction for a
history fan like me is the Victoria
Tower, a monument e(eched after
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert's
visit to the island in 1846. 5
Offering panoramic views o
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Travel test
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WHAT: Eurostar high-speed train
in Premier class.
WHERE: London St Pancras
International to Lille Europe, from
£209 return. eurostar.com.

IENCE: A “turn left”
railway experience starts in the
same way as an airline with the
delight of a priority check-in lane,
fast-track security and access to a
swish lounge for a tea or coffee,
drinks, snacks and newspapers
and magazines to pick up.

On board the state-of-the art
€320 train - which is almost a
quarter of a mile long and capable
of 199mph/320kmh, hence the
name - the reclining Premier
seats are firm but comfortable
and pleasingly spacious for
relaxing or working.

Passengers can choose from
reclining solo seats, facing pairs (@
great option for couples), twins
and fours, all with tables,

You get a power point at each
seat, but half are continental and
half UK (check what your seat has
on the online train plan), and also

o aUSB socket. | connected easily
e % x to the wi-fion my phone.
The tour group then - . ; A 9.01am departure meant a
heads into the concrete Aurigny flies to Guernsey from breakfast menu served at your
maze, which s built undera | Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol, seat and, having already had a
low hill in the heart of the Edinburgh, Exeter, Gatwick, pain au chocolate and ginger and
Guernsey countryside, and Manchester, Southampton, Leeds turmeric shot in the lounge, |
welearn about wartime life | Bradford and London City starting stuck with the lighter selection of
on theisland and the impact | 3 £5999 one-way. Bircher muesli with quince, berry
ithad on a generation. The aurigny.com smoothie, apple and pear plate,
tunnels also played BOOK "' croissant and cup of tea. Coffee
ks stosdrama | Rooms atthe st Pierre park Hote e a2 was regulariy offered by
Sellers and Chartoe® C*" | InStPeter Port, Guernsey, Stat ot ith spara . Hendly crew, along
youte ookirigfora handpickedhotels.co.uk/stpierrepark i I:’I:\k = :: e::ttr\l:?r:i\;\ andin
. place for dinner, there are MORE |NF° emerged from the Channel
Guernsey, the narrow staircases lead plenty of hotels on the island which Visitguernsey.com Tunnel into welcome French
up toan L{nforgeuable phou? have wonderful restaurants to winter sun and raced to Lille.
opportunity. But what surprisesme  sample, Decorated in beautifu] broken Just one hour and 23 minutes -
most was that, on entering, visitors During my stay, 1 visited the china, I've never seen anything quite exactly on time - after leaving
themselves are entrusted with thekey  Fermain Valley Hotel, sister to St like The Little Chapel. London, the many charms of the
and responsibility to open, lock up Pierre Park, which has 49 bedrooms This remarkable building, located historic capital of the Hauts-de-
and return it to the Guernsey - including four treehouse suites inthe picturesque Les Vauxbelets France region awaited.
Museum in Candie Gardens, where guests can be immersed in valley, Saint Andrew, is alabour of QUIBBLES: None.

Its anovelty I've never nature, as well as a 25-seat  Jove built by Brother Deodat, who VERDICT: High-speed train
experienced visiting any “ cinema and an escape started work in 1914, travelatits very best. 10/10
other landmark. room. Today, visitors see the third

The second part of my Decorated in Here Isample the : construction of the chapel.

Guernsey tour takes me to broken china, delights of one of their three A breathtaking photo opportunity

the German Underground RN AT RIPT restaurants, the Buho inside and out, The Little Cha, el can

Hospital and Ammunition Mexican restaurant, vibrant 1, in mi B Dorset from £44s;
anything v ¢ ¢ walked around in minutes, but | save 15% ;

Store, the largest structural PPN LT T v its decor, music and spent ages looking at the detail of al] ot three-night

reminder of the Second Little Chapel classic dishes. I recommend the different intricate pieces self-catering stay at Grade I

World War occupation Pel I margarita and the pork decorating the whole site listed 200-year-olg thatched

existing in the Channel burrito, finishing off with It incredibly charming and Primrose Cottage (sleeps two)in

Islands. - churros and chocolate dip peaceful and visitors canglight a b Moret:ln, eear Dorchester. Arrival

Its almost invisible from the ordessert, / candle while there - which seems the {0 March 27 oodburning
surface, except for the entrances,and ~ Before heading to the airport, right thing to do to celebrate a e secluded patio area,
while s cold and dark down there, ~ make one last stop at what becomes wonderful stay on this small but dorsethideanays.couk
don'tlet that put you off, my favourite place in Guernsey. beautiful isla.n):i -
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