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COACH 
JOY FOR 
SINGLES

SOLO travellers can save 
their dosh when they book a 
UK getaway with coach tour 
company Shearings.

Its 27 Coast & Country 
Hotels are scrapping single- 
occupancy supplements, 
which is the additional 
charge applied to anyone 
travelling on their own, to 
cover cleaning and other 
services.

You can pick from seaside
and countryside hotels 
across Britain, including 
Burlington Hotel in 
Eastbourne, Llandudno’s 
County Hotel and 
Windermere Hotel in the 
Lake District. 

The offer is applicable to
both coach holidays and 
self-drive hotel breaks. 

See shearings.com or call
01709 249 698.

�YOU do not need to 
travel hours on a plane

for a sunshine holiday, 
latest weather reports have 
revealed.

The islands of Guernsey 
last year broke their record 
for sunshine hours, with a 
total 2,117 – more than 800 
hours better than the UK 
average.

Visitors can soak up the 
warmth across some 50km 
of beautiful coastline 
including 40 fabulous 
beaches and bays. 
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Get a 
flavour of the 

Channel Islands next 
spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 

throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 

chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com
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Stuttgart to Venice, Vienna, Budapest, 
Ljubljana, Zagreb and Rijeka. Cosying 
up in a sleeper couchette would be 
a memorable way to celebrate a big 
birthday or anniversary. Rail fanatics 
might also try the extended Vienna/
Munich–Milan service that now 
continues on to Genoa and La Spezia. 
Alternatively, hold out for the operator’s 
next generation of trains, set to launch in 
summer, featuring private compartments 
with their own bathroom. nightjet.com/en

17. Go somewhere new  
HOME Rutland is England’s smallest 
and one of its least-visited counties. 
Self-styled as the “county of good taste”, 
the East Midlands region is ideal for 
an indulgent short break. A new hotel, 
Barnsdale Lodge, will open near the 
picturesque Rutland Water in spring 
under the stewardship of the company 
that has reinvented The Mitre in 
Hampton Court and The Retreat at Elcot 
Park in Wiltshire – expect bold and bright 
patterns, and exemplary food. signet.ltd
AWAY Greece has been a popular 
destination for British holidaymakers 
this year, but few go to the pine-clad 
island of Agistri, between Piraeus and the 
Peloponnese. Alongside a trio of pretty 
villages are gorgeous beaches, hiking 
and cycling trails, all easily accessed 
from Athens. A week’s B&B at Oasis Beach 
Hotel from £748pp with Gatwick flights, 
olympicholidays.com 

From some of the world’s oldest 
vineyards to techno raves, Georgia is a 
fascinating but often overlooked holiday 

Continued from p71 destination. A new group tour for 18- to 
35-year-olds packs in highlights from 
the capital Tbilisi to fortresses and the 
Caucasus mountains. Eight days from 
£1,909pp, excluding flights, contiki.com

British Airways will start flying direct 
from Heathrow to Guyana in March. 
The only English-speaking country in 
South America is drenched in rainforest, 
with the magnificent Kaieteur Falls 
a highlight. Eight-day jungle trekking 
holidays from £1,552pp, excluding flights, 
responsibletravel.com 
 
18. Feel calm 
HOME Head to Sark in the Channel 
Islands for a serene start to spring. 
The car-free island is hosting a 
women-only yoga retreat from 12-14 
May. Practices take place in a sacred 
stone circle; accommodation is in 
the luxurious Stocks Hotel. £448pp  
full-board with yoga and chanting,  
beinspiredby.co.uk/sark-spring-23
AWAY Around half of Canada is covered 
by forest, so a trip here can be beneficial 
to mental health (as well as your 
oxygen intake: trees emit phytoncides 
– antimicrobial aromas thought to be 
beneficial to immunity). A 10-night 
canoeing expedition through the Yukon 
will chart a strenuous but serene course 
through the boreal landscape of Canada’s 
second-least populated province, with 
wild camping and wildlife both on the 
agenda. 10 days from £1,365pp excluding 
flights, muchbetteradventures.com 

For something less active, a 
16th-century hammam is reopening 
in Istanbul in September after 12 years 

of work. Çinili Hamam will display the 
Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman artefacts 
unearthed during the transformation. 
thecinilihamam.com 
 
19. Take better pictures  
HOME Scotland’s dramatic scenery 
is particularly photogenic, and 
a smartphone is unlikely to do it 
justice. Glencoe is an ideal place to 
start. Accompanied by a professional 
photographer, you will have one-to-one 
tuition that can also include drone 
photography. From £1,250 for up to three, 
pauldavidsmith.co.uk 
AWAY Many of us are guilty of over-
zealous smartphone snapping, but a 
wildlife-focused trip can concentrate 
our attention on getting the best 
pictures, using a good old-fashioned 
camera. On Ireland’s Great Saltee, a 
renowned breeding ground and bird 
sanctuary, are Atlantic puffin, guillemots, 
razorbills, skylarks and more. Spring 
tides coincide with golden hours, making 
it a decidedly photogenic spot. As well 
as photographic tuition, there is time 
for editing back at base. Six-night trip, 
departing 21 May, from £2,195pp with full 
board and tuition, wildlifeworldwide.com
 
20. Get festive 
HOME  Head to Liverpool, the Unesco 
City of Music that will host Eurovision on 
behalf of Ukraine in May, with fan zones 
and cultural events that will precede 
25th anniversary celebrations of the 
city’s Biennial – a visual arts festival that 
will run from 10 June to 17 September. 
visitliverpool.com
AWAY Australia is set to host Sydney 
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ESCAPE  PLANS
THE LATEST NEWS AND DEALS

FROM THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

RED-LETTER DAY FOR LIVERPOOL
Radisson RED’s fifth UK property has 
arrived on Liverpool’s Lime Street, 
standing in a prime location next to 
the city’s main station. The Grade 
II-listed building opened in 1871 as the 
North Western Hotel, one of the 
original British railway hotels of the 
Victorian era.

Designed by Liverpudlian Alfred 
Waterhouse, the architect behind 
London’s Natural History Museum, 
the 201-room hotel has been 
restored to its former glory from its 
French 
chateau-style 
roof of turrets 
and spires to 
the stunning 
20ft-high 
stained-glass 
window above 
the refurbished grand central 
sandstone staircase. Even a secret 
doorway from the hotel’s bar on to 
the station concourse has been 
reopened.

And in a nod to the city’s fab music 
scene and The Beatles, a 1960s-style 
scooter and sidecar and submarine 
sculpture are on display.

Just across the street lies another 
iconic landmark, St George’s Hall, 
while Liverpool’s Empire theatre is 
just a minute’s walk away.

Doubles from £105 a night. 
radissonhotels.com

Radisson RED

ENJOY A TASTE OF GUERNSEY
Get a flavour of the Channel Islands 
this spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 
throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 
chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com

SAVE ON HOLIDAY HOTSPOTS
Book by January 31 to save up to 
£300 on easyJet getaways through 
to November 2024. More than 5,000 
hotels are on offer in sunshine 
hotspots such as Greece, Turkey, 
Portugal and Egypt, with packages 
including flights, accommodation, 
23kg baggage per person and 
transfers. easyJet.com/holidays

Guernsey
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ESCAPE  PLANS
THE LATEST NEWS AND DEALS

FROM THE TOURISM INDUSTRY

RED-LETTER DAY FOR LIVERPOOL
Radisson RED’s fifth UK property has 
arrived on Liverpool’s Lime Street, 
standing in a prime location next to 
the city’s main station. The Grade 
II-listed building opened in 1871 as the 
North Western Hotel, one of the 
original British railway hotels of the 
Victorian era.

Designed by Liverpudlian Alfred 
Waterhouse, the architect behind 
London’s Natural History Museum, 
the 201-room hotel has been 
restored to its former glory from its 
French 
chateau-style 
roof of turrets 
and spires to 
the stunning 
20ft-high 
stained-glass 
window above 
the refurbished grand central 
sandstone staircase. Even a secret 
doorway from the hotel’s bar on to 
the station concourse has been 
reopened.

And in a nod to the city’s fab music 
scene and The Beatles, a 1960s-style 
scooter and sidecar and submarine 
sculpture are on display.

Just across the street lies another 
iconic landmark, St George’s Hall, 
while Liverpool’s Empire theatre is 
just a minute’s walk away.

Doubles from £105 a night. 
radissonhotels.com

Radisson RED

ENJOY A TASTE OF GUERNSEY
Get a flavour of the Channel Islands 
this spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 
throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 
chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com

SAVE ON HOLIDAY HOTSPOTS
Book by January 31 to save up to 
£300 on easyJet getaways through 
to November 2024. More than 5,000 
hotels are on offer in sunshine 
hotspots such as Greece, Turkey, 
Portugal and Egypt, with packages 
including flights, accommodation, 
23kg baggage per person and 
transfers. easyJet.com/holidays

Guernsey
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green
going
g

Gentle, car-free Herm, one of the 
Islands of Guernsey, is taking 
more steps to achieve carbon 
neutrality. Its ferry service from 
Guernsey now uses hydrotreated 
vegetable oil, made by Jersey 
supplier Rubis Channel Islands, 
and next up is the conversion of 
all boilers on the 0.77-square-
mile island to 100 per cent 
renewable heating oil.

Herm is 20 minutes by sea 
from St Peter Port and has long 
stretches of white sand, cliff 
paths with views to the French 
coast and its own microclimate. 
visitguernsey.com 

 ■The Broads Authority, which 
oversees The Broads National 
Park in Norfolk and Suffolk, is to 
work with boat yards to make 
hire boats on the waterways 
either all-electric or zero-
emission propulsion, such as 
with hydrogen fuel cells. 
visitthebroads.co.uk
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Sarah Baxter follows the ebb and flow  
of the sea on hikes around the British  
Isles and Ireland, from a North East 
pilgrimage to an Oscar-worthy  
trip to the pub

23 coastal 
walks for 2023

Kent Coast Path
Where it all began
The England Coast Path, a national 
trail around the entire coast, is 
projected to be completed this year. 
Or maybe 2024. Either way, why not 
go back to the start? The first official 
section opened in Kent in July 2016 
and combines two National Nature 
Reserves, historic Cinque Port 
towns, Roman villas, the Battle of 
Britain Memorial and the White 
Cliffs of Dover (explorekent.org). 
Contours Holidays offers self-guided 
trips along its 108km. Five nights from 
£610pp B&B, contours.co.uk

Way of the Sea, Durham
A North East camino
One of six Northern Saints Trails 
recently launched across County 
Durham, this 61km pilgrimage hugs 
the little-known stretch of shore 
between Warkworth and North 
Shields. Along the way lie fishing 
h b d li hth bi d

harbours and lighthouses, seabirds 
and sea glass, coal-mining history 
and Tynemouth’s ruined castle-
priory. Northern Saints Trails visitor 
guide costs £5, northernsaints.com

Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire
Community trails
Three short, fully accessible and 
dog-friendly strolls around Milford 
Haven’s historic waterfront in the 
far west of Wales were designed 
by teenagers from a local school as 
part of a National Lottery-funded 
community project. These themed 
heritage walking trails tell the 
stories of Vikings, Tudors, pirates, 
whalers and fishermen, using the 
students’ words and artwork as 
a guide. Walking routes are free to 
download, milfordwaterfront.co.uk

Fife Coastal Path
Scotland’s Cinque Terre
This 187km route from Kincardine 
to Newburgh turns 21 this year. 
Y i ht t t M dit

You might not get Mediterranean 
climes on “Scotland’s Cinque Terre”, 
but you will find appealing fishing 
villages, dramatic seaside scenery, 
glorious beaches and delicious 
food, from fresh crab and lobster 
to fish and chips. Macs Adventure 
offers a self-guided trip. Seven 
nights from £830pp including B&B 
accommodation, macsadventure.com

Coastal Causeway,  
Northern Ireland
Best of the best 
In the 2022 Walk NI Awards, 
the winner of Best Long 
Distance Trail was the 
1,024km Ulster Way. 
And the winner of 
Best Section of this 
epic circuit was the 
Causeway Coast 
Way, 50km of rugged 
cliffs (above), dazzling 
beaches and Unesco-
listed rock formations. 
J i A W W lk’
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Join Away a Wee Walk’s 
8km jaunt to the Giant’s 
Causeway for the best views of this 
wonder. Guided Coastal Causeway 
Cliff Top experience from £39pp, 
awayaweewalk.com

Guernsey
Virtual folklore on foot
Compact, sylvan and serene, 

Guernsey is a great place to 
explore on foot. In 2022, 

a walking app was 
launched; this year, 
eight “Once Upon 
an Island” trails 
have been added, 
based on Sir Edgar 
MacCulloch’s 1903 
book of Guernsey 

folklore. Download 
the walking app for free, 

visitguernsey.com

Cambrian coast, North Wales
Ramble by rail
The Cambrian Trailways are self-
guided walks between stations 

on the Cambrian Rail Line. 
Hop off in Criccieth and follow 
boardwalks (inset left) and cliff 
paths to Porthmadog (16km). Or 
start from pretty Llwyngwril and 
follow ancient tracks above the 
Mawddach Estuary before crossing 
the famous bridge to finish in 
bustling Barmouth (10km). Unlimited 
Explore Cambrian day ticket £13.50, 
thecambrianline.co.uk 

Achill Island, Ireland
Movie magic
The Oscar-nominated The Banshees 
of Inisherin was partly filmed on 
Achill, one of Ireland’s largest 
islands. It is scenically dramatic, 
with soaring cliffs and isolated 
coves, plus most of Achill is common 
land, so you can hike where you like. 

Walk to Keem Bay, where Brendon 
Gleeson’s character lived, and to 
the island’s south-east, where the 
crew built the JJ Devine Pub. Achill 
Isle House B&B can arrange guided 
walks. B&B doubles from €80 (£70), 
achillislehouse.com

Lake District, Cumbria
Outdoor art
Since 2022 it has been possible to 

lk th ild I i h S l dwalk the wild Irish Sea-slapped 
edge of Cumbria, all the way from 
Allonby to Green Road – one of the 
newest sections of the England 
Coast Path. This summer, the 60km 
stretch between the Georgian port 
of Whitehaven and Millom, on 
the Duddon Estuary, will be 
punctuated with outdoor art 
by Deep Time. deeptime.uk
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 Passengers would 
dress up for a flight in its 
heyday  Bernard Lavelle, p73
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Get a 
flavour of the 

Channel Islands next 
spring at the Taste Guernsey 
Food Festival. The event runs 

throughout April and will celebrate 
the island’s variety of seafood, dairy 
products and seasonal veg, with a 
chance for visitors to meet local 

chefs and taste their dishes. 
visitguernsey.com
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COACH 
JOY FOR 
SINGLES

SOLO travellers can save 
their dosh when they book a 
UK getaway with coach tour 
company Shearings.

Its 27 Coast & Country 
Hotels are scrapping single- 
occupancy supplements, 
which is the additional 
charge applied to anyone 
travelling on their own, to 
cover cleaning and other 
services.

You can pick from seaside
and countryside hotels 
across Britain, including 
Burlington Hotel in 
Eastbourne, Llandudno’s 
County Hotel and 
Windermere Hotel in the 
Lake District. 

The offer is applicable to
both coach holidays and 
self-drive hotel breaks. 

See shearings.com or call
01709 249 698.

�YOU do not need to 
travel hours on a plane

for a sunshine holiday, 
latest weather reports have 
revealed.

The islands of Guernsey 
last year broke their record 
for sunshine hours, with a 
total 2,117 – more than 800 
hours better than the UK 
average.

Visitors can soak up the 
warmth across some 50km 
of beautiful coastline 
including 40 fabulous 
beaches and bays. 
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Alderney has enough beaches to 
fill a week-long visit, including 
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Binoculars in hand, I head out 
to make use of the many bird 
hides dotted across the island 
– including the Longis and Man-
nez hides on the Longis Nature 
Reserve, as well as the restored 
bunker in Val du Saou, where 
swallows nest in spring.  

Given the weather (wet and 
windy) I don’t see much, but on 
kinder spring and autumn days 
you might spot honey buzzards 
and black kites, while summer 
and winter still offer the oppor-
tunity to see breeding birds and 
some uncommon passers-by,  
including streaked fantail war-
blers and golden oriole. 

Between March and July, 
boats ferry visitors out to the 
uninhabited island of Burhou to 
view puffins. I am impressed by 
the enormous gannet colony off 
the south-west coast, as much 
by their powerful smell as by 
their numbers. 

Though small, Alderney lays 
claim to enough gorgeous beach
es to fill a week-long visit. The 
main strand, Braye, is just a few 
minutes from the harbour, where 
Braye Beach Hotel’s seafront ter
race is ideal for sundowners and 
local favourite Braye Chippy dish
es out superlative fish and chips.

Saye, at the north-east end of 
the island, is more remote and 
incredibly tranquil, although the 
island’s one ice cream van visits 
in high season. White Arch in the 
north may be the smallest beach 
but it’s sheltered and calm. I’m 
fairly sure I can see a seal enjoy-
ing its secluded waters. 

Though part of the Bailiwick of 
Guernsey, Alderney – the north-
ernmost Channel Island – is in 
fact closer to Normandy, which is 
just eight miles away. As with the 
other islands, it was the only part 
of the British Isles to be occupied 
by German forces between 1940 
and 1945. 

“Most of the families here have 
stories passed down through gen-
erations about the evacuation, 
while others have fascinating 
anecdotes about staying behind 
on an island filled suddenly with 
G ” l i G i

Germans,” explains Gauvain. 
“Many of the Nazi military 

zones and inland sites are still 
visible, including the newly reo-
pened Odeon, which offers visi-
tors a glimpse at what life would 
have been like during that period 
– as well as amazing views across 
the water to France,” he adds.

Another fascinating historic 
site is the neolithic burial cham-
ber, Roc à l’Epine near Fort 
Tourgis that dates as far back as 
4,000BC, as well as a 4th-century 
Roman mini-fort.  

After a long day exploring, I 
wander down the high street in St 
Anne, which is refreshingly lack-
ing a single restaurant chain or a 
luminous supermarket sign. In-
stead, there are farm shops with 
milk bottle refill stations, pubs 
that could have jumped straight 
out of a Dickens novel, old-fash-
ioned sweet shops and a tiny cin-
ema. I can’t help but think back 
to Farquhar-Beck’s first words to 
me. Time does run a little slower -

-

-

in Alderney. 

It’s local legend 
that the first blonde 
hedgehog came from 
Harrods as a pet

Getting there
Aurigny operates 
15-minute flights from 
Guernsey, or 25-minute 
flights from Southampton, 
aurigny.com 
In summer it’s also possible 
to catch the ferry from 
Poole to Guernsey, and 
then another 60-minute 
ferry on to Alderney, 
channelislandferry.com

Staying there
The Blonde Hedgehog is a 
recently restored public 
house in St Anne. It has cosy 
rooms and a standalone 
cottage, beautiful gardens, 
cinema room and an 
excellent restaurant. 
Double rooms start at £190, 
blondehedgehog.com

More information
visitalderney.com 

Travel essentials
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Renoir in Guernsey, 1883
https://kulinariker.de/renoir-in-guernsey-1883/

Dank der Zusammenarbeit mit den Museen von Guernsey und dem Musée des
Impressionnismes Giverny werden von September bis Dezember 2023 erstmalig
Kunstwerke von Renoir an ihrem Entstehungsort zu sehen sein, die er während seines
Aufenthaltes auf Guernsey im September 1883 schuf.

Kurator dieses Projektes ist David Ummels, Gründer von Art for Guernsey, der gemeinsam
mit einigen großzügigen Museen, Wohltätern und privaten Sammlern diese Ausstellung
ermöglicht hat.

Im September 1883 reiste Renoir nach Guernsey, blieb dort etwas mehr als einen Monat
und schuf währenddessen 15 Landschaftsbilder. Er war fasziniert von der Art und Weise,
wie das Licht mit der Natur, dem kristallklaren Wasser, der steilen Topogra�e und den
Inselbewohnern, die nackt zwischen den Felsen badeten, interagierte. Dies inspirierte ihn
so sehr, dass er seinen bisherigen Stil änderte.

Bereits 2019 entstand die Idee zu dieser einzigartigen Ausstellung, als Art for Guernsey
den Wanderweg „Renoir Walk“ eröffnete. Diese Tour führt an Originalschauplätze
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Channel 
Islands’ 
golden 
treasure 

Closer to France than to its 
neighbours, far-flung Alderney packs 
in beautiful beaches, ancient sites and 
rare creatures, writes Emily Cope

S
crabbling around in a 
bush at 11pm wearing 
wellies and a head torch 
is not how I thought I’d 
be spending my Satur-

day evening, but since arriving 
in Alderney nothing had been 
as expected. 

I’m about to call it a day and go 
back to the hotel when I find what 
I came here for. Spikey, small and 
unmistakably fair-haired; the 
blonde hedgehog of Alderney. 

“It’s a local legend that the 
first one came from Har-
rods as a pet,” says 
Roland Gauvain, 
CEO of Alderney 
Wildl i fe  Trust . 
“Supposedly it es-
caped, and the rest 
is history.” 

Thanks to a lack 
of badgers, foxes and 
stoats, the tiny mammal  
(inset) has no natural preda-
tors on the island and so has 
been able to thrive. With cream-
coloured spines – a product of 
recessive genes – and pink noses, 

they really are odd to behold, and 
very cute.  

“Many locals leave out food 
and water for the little visitors. 
We’re incredibly fond of them,” 
adds Gauvain. 

The blonde hedgehog is just as 
peculiar as the island it inhabits. 
At just one and a half miles wide 
and three miles long, you could 
be mistaken for thinking Alder-
ney – perhaps lesser known than 
its channel island neighbours, 
Jersey and Guernsey – has little 
to offer. But you’d be wrong. 

It has a lot of character and his-
tory for its stature, from glorious 
white-gold beaches and stunning 
cliff paths to the quaint shops and 
restaurants in the centre of “the 
town”, that being St Anne. 

I’m struck by the lack of traffic 
lights. Surely, without this basic 
infrastructure – there are also no 
roundabouts – there’s chaos on 
the roads? 

“Time runs a little slower here,” 
says Tracey Farquhar-Beck, 
group director at The Blonde 
Hedgehog hotel and one of the is-
land’s 2,000 inhabitants. “Its very 

safe. The speed limit is 35mph and 
everyone adheres to it. Kids play 
outside and there’s no crime. I 
think the longest traffic jam I’ve 
been in was 10 minutes and that 
was because I was stuck behind a 
horse rider.” 

The island also has a heritage 
railway. The Alderney Railway 
is 150 years old, its first passen-
gers Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert. Diesel locomotives pull-
ing two former London Under-
ground carriages run from the 

harbour up the scenic north 
coast and back again.

But it’s bird-spot-
ters rather than 
t r a i n - s p o t t e r s 
who are most in-
trigued by Alder-
ney. With more 
than 300 British 

and European spe-
cies recorded on the 

island, as well as un-
paralleled views of sea-

bird colonies, this is one of the 
best places to bird-watch in the  
British Isles. 
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Madera County is a gateway to the 

National Park and known for its 

wines, outdoor activities and water-

sports on Bass Lake.

Modesto is best known for its 

public murals, live entertainment 

and farm stands. It was also the 

inspiration behind the movie Ameri-

can Graffiti.

Yolo County is packed with quaint

historic towns and beautiful scen-

ery. Visit Winters the smallest town, 

and Great Bear Vineyards for wine 

tasting. See visitcentralvalley.com

WELCOMING IRISH CAPITAL FULL OF WARMTH,      

Write up for 

the craic in 

bubblin’ 

Dublin

TAKE a wander through

Dublin and you feel like

you’re in a giant house

party, bursting with

warmth, music and of

course, the craic.

Ireland’s capital is continually

voted one of the most welcoming

destinations in Europe and it’s

easy to see why. 

For me, this was a pilgrimage

to the soundtrack of my youth

but it was a real eye-opener for

my wife Lynn who was making

her Dublin debut. 

It’s safe to say she was blown

away by this haven of humour

and history. 

We had lots to cram in, so

after checking into our hotel, the

fabulous Radisson Blu Royal, we

performed a quick turnaround

and headed straight for one of

the city’s proudest attractions.

When you think Ireland, you

think writers. James Joyce,

Maeve Binchy, Oscar Wilde,

Roddy Doyle to name just a few.

And the Museum of Literature,

in the historic Newman House

on St Stephen’s Green gave us

the chance to discover the coun-

try’s rich literary heritage.

Visitors get the chance to

immerse themselves in Irish

storytelling across the centuries,

trace the footsteps of Joyce’s

Dublin, and encounter rare gems

including the original ‘Copy No1’

of classic Ulysses.

Our tour guide John not only

had an encyclopaedic knowledge

of the historic house and the

many fascinating characters to

have passed through over the

centuries, he treated us to a wee

song too as he cheerfully led us

around. As welcomes go, this was

literally top of the pops.

Style and class

You’ll do a lot of walking in

Dublin and with 772 pubs, you’re

never far from a pint of the

black stuff. But the city is also

renowned for great food. 

We had dinner at Lemon &

Duke, which boasts the style and

class of a Manhattan cocktail bar

and the comfort and craic of an

Irish pub. 

Bright and spacious, it’s a pop-

ular haunt for a morning coffee

or weekend brunch, while also

evolving into an atmospheric late

night venue.

They call it a little bit of New

York in the heart of Dublin and

the impressive menu more than

does that billing justice. 

To start, I went for the deli-

cious gambas in a chilli and gar-

lic oil, while Lynn chose the

mouthwatering smoked salmon

and avocado salad.

And for a main, we were both

drawn to the 10oz dry aged

Hereford ribeye steak, confit

tomatoes, onion rings, grilled

asparagus, chunky chips and

pepper sauce, perfectly accompa-

nied by a bottle of La Combe

D’Or Merlot.

There was even room for a

homemade vanilla cheesecake

each — but only just!

A ten-minute walk to the hotel

via the famous Grafton Street

and its musicians and street

artists, was a lovely way to end

the day. The Radisson is a four-

star centrally located hotel and

the perfect springboard for

Dublin’s distinctive nightlife. We

enjoyed a luxurious junior suite,

which featured separate sleeping

and living areas. Ideal for sitting

back in comfort with a coffee

and plotting the day ahead, or

relaxing before bed.

Not that you’ll need much help

falling asleep in this place.

The soundproofed windows

protected us from the noise of

the city and the kingsize bed

was one of the comfiest we had

ever slept on. 

With a well-equipped bath-

room complete with rain shower,

bathrobe and slippers, we’d have

been happy spending our entire

trip chilling out here.

But this was Dublin and day

two beckoned. It began with a

full Irish breakfast in the stylish

surroundings of the Chancery

Lounge, which set us up nicely

for the day. 

A brisk walk around nearby St

Stephen’s Green to burn off

some calories was in order,

because food was to continue to

play a very important part in

our schedule. 

We met Eveleen Coyle from

the popular Fab Food Trail who

took us on a delightful walking

and tasting tour around the city

centre.

First up was Sheridans

Cheesemakers on South Anne

Street, where we enjoyed Killeen

goat’s cheese from Co Galway,

some Gubbeen cow’s cheese from

Co Cork and a little Crozier

ewe’s milk blue cheese from

Tipperary. If you think that

sounds delicious, you’re right. 

With a fine selection of Irish

and European cheeses as well as

a huge range of other artisan

foods, Sheridans has expanded

from a small market stall in 1995

to a booming business of 21

establishments.

Then it was off to the Pepper

Pot cafe and bakery perched on

a balcony within the Georgian

Powerscourt Townhouse.

Here we were treated to their

soda bread with whipped cheese,

Burren smoked salmon with

their house pickle and handmade

scones with cream and raspberry

jam. If this is making you hun-

gry, I can only apologise. But

COMFORT

& JOYCE: 

Museum of 

literature and 

iconic book 

THINK California but for-

get the big cities like San 

Fran and LA. Instead head 

to the lesser known Cen-

tral Valley, home to vine-

yards, hiking trails, lakes and 

world-famous national parks 

including Yosemite, Sequoia and 

Kings Canyon.

On the 400-mile stretch 

through the heart of California, 

you can discover unforgettable 

stops from Bakersfield in the 

south to Yolo County in the north. 

Dubbed the ‘Nashville of

the West’, Bakersfield

was put on the map for

its country music. Animal

lovers should visit CALM –

the California Living 

Museum – a zoo that focuses on 

reintroducing endangered spe-

cies into the wild. 

Next head to Visalia, the gate-

way to Sequoia and Kings Can-

yon National Parks, then drive to 

Fresno where the sun shines for 

over 300 days a year. Yosemite 

news

OUR Take Three column

offers a trio of cut-out-and-

keep holiday suggestions.

Ahead of National Pet

Month, we’ve dug out some

dog-friendly holidays that are

simply pawfect for travellers wanting to 

bring their four-legged friends along.

BARGAIN – The Blacksmiths, Pembroke: 

This cosy barn conversion in the quaint 

village of Ludchurch has buckets of fun for 

Fido, including beachfront walks, open 

fields and dog-friendly pubs nearby.

Cosy up in front of the log-burner with a 

cuppa. But if the sun’s shining, it’s well worth 

taking the 40-minute walk to the hamlet of 

Wiseman’s Bridge, which is a great spot for 

tucking into a burger or pie, with sweeping 

views of Carmarthen Bay.

One night’s self-catering costs from 

£24.75pp, based on four people sharing. 

See travelstaytion.com.

BLOW OUT – Bless Hotel, Ibiza: As part of 

a special Bless Your Paws package, guests 

will bag a dog-friendly room complete with 

rubbish bags, two bowls with food and water 

and a dog bed. You can even get a pet carer 

if you request it.

You’ll be able to sip on cocktails in the 

hotel’s dog-friendly Epic Infinity Lounge or 

swing by the beach for seafront yoga 

classes.

Deluxe rooms cost from £110.50pp per 

night, based on two adults sharing, plus a 

£70 supplement per dog for the Bless Your 

Paws package. 

To book a room or for further details, see

blesscollectionhotels.com.

take

3

THE PAWFECT 

DESTINATION

BUDGET – Loch Tay Highland Lodges: Set 

on the edge of stunning Loch Tay near Killin 

in Perthshire, your pooch will love exploring 

the great outdoors from here.

Enjoy an array of activities including kayak-

ing, paddle boarding, fishing, gorge walking,

archery, birdwatching and golf. 

Then relax at The Boathouse Kitchen & Bar

on the water’s edge with fantastic views of

the loch. Costs from £30pp, four sharing a

Classic 2-bedroom Pet-Friendly Lodge. See

largoleisure.co.uk 
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self-catering at the 2H+ 

Kosmas Apartments in Roda, 

Corfu is from £359pp leaving 

Glasgow on May 1. See olympi-

cholidays.com or call 0208 

492 6868.

...CROWNING GLORY: Go to 

London for King Charles’ Coro-

nation and stay at The Rubens 

at the Palace, located opposite 

the Royal Mews of Buckingham 

Palace from £400 a night and 

enjoy A King’s Coronation 

Themed Afternoon Tea from 

£70pp. See rubenshotel.com

...GOOD AURA: A week 

self-catering at the 4H 

Muthu Clube Praia da 

Oura in Albufeira, Por-

tugal is from £636pp 

leaving Prestwick on 

April 24. See onthe-

beach.co.uk

...BIG AMBITIONS: The 2 week 

Hidden Gems of France & 

Spain inaugural sailing of 

Ambassador Cruise Line’s new 

Ambition is from £799pp. 

Departs Newcastle on May 12 

and calls at Dundee, Le Havre, 

Cherbourg, Brest, Mon-

toir de Bretagne, Le Ver-

don, Bilbao, Gijon and

La Coruna. See ambas-

sadorcruiseline.com or

call 0808 1028701.

...TREASURE HUNTER: 

Eight days Treasures of Viet-

nam tour taking in Halong Bay, 

Hoi An, Ho Chi Minh City and 

Hanoi is from £960pp, flights 

not included. Departs April 27. 

See intrepidtravel.com or call 

0808 274 5111. 

...COR-PHEW: Seven nights 

lates

l
THERE’S a fantastic

new food festival

taking place on Guernsey 

this month, showcasing 

the best local produce on 

the island, with the best 

restaurants and produce 

being celebrated.

Local chefs will pit their

skills and abilities against 

one another in a competi-

tion to create local 

favourites using local 

ingredients such as spi-

der crabs and mussels.

Over 20 establishments

are taking part, drawing 

up menus with an empha-

sis on local seafood.

Visitors will be given 

the opportunity to sample 

and taste-test their 

dishes, and later vote for 

the chance to win £1,200 

in restaurant vouchers. 

See visitguernsey.com

             See more at lthescottishsun.co.uk

         CULTURE, GREAT FOOD AND BUZZING BARS

r 
 

ZIGGY STAR 

MUST . . .

Simon and wife 

Lynn, who played 

Bowie, below

there are even more of Dublin’s

delicious delicacies to come!

Next was Saba, South William

Street. This buzzing city centre

restaurant serving award-

winning food and cocktails with

a Thai and Vietnamese flavour

was a real highlight. 

So much so that after tasting

the smoked trout mien kam in

betel leaves, we booked to return

in the evening for the full din-

ing experience. 

After a short walk we were

sitting outside Blazing Salads —

an award-winning vegan and

vegetarian deli on Drury Street,

munching on a vegetable samosa

with yoghurt and chive dip.

There was time for one more

food stop — Fallon and Byrne

cafe deli on Exchequer Street

where you can enjoy a tasty

coffee and sneaky treat, or a

soup and sandwich on the go.

We rounded off this wonderful

culinary roller-coaster with their

own pate with onion marmalade

on Sheridans cracker and

mature Manchego cheese,

matured in rosemary.

Which left time for one more

port of call — but this time of

the liquid variety at the famous

Swan Bar on York Street.

Steeped in Irish history, it’s

been in the Lynch family name

since 1937. 

It’s currently run by Ronan

Lynch, the third generation. His

father, Sean is something of a

local legend, having played

rugby for Ireland and the British

and Irish Lions.

There, our own special tour

was capped off with a drop of

the Powers Three Swallow Irish

Whiskey.

We had packed in so much,

but the highlight was still to

come — the Windmill Lane

recording studios.

It’s a name I had stared at for

hours on end in my bedroom

growing up, written on the

sleeve notes of every U2 album I

owned.

So getting the chance to visit

was a dream come true.

As well as U2, some of the

biggest names in music have

recorded here, from Bowie, to

AC/DC, to 50 Cent. Housed

today in an iconic Art Deco

building on Ringsend Road, it

comprises three state-of-the-art

recording studios, the largest of

which can accommodate an

80-piece orchestra.

Listening to Lynn playing Life

on Mars on the very piano used

by Bowie himself is a memory

I’ll treasure.

There’s so much to see and do

in Dublin that you could spend

a month there and hardly

scratch the surface. So we’ll be

booking a return trip before too

long. 
For warmth, friendliness and

fun, the vibrant heartbeat of

the Emerald Isle takes a lot of

beating.
SIMON HOUSTON

GETTING THERE: Ryanair fly from Edinburgh to 

Dublin daily with prices from £13pp one-way. See 

ryanair.com 

STAYING THERE: Radisson Blu Golden Lane 

offers rooms priced from £184 per night. For more 

information and to book see radissonhotels.com

MORE INFO: See visitireland.com

GO: DUBLIN

FLAIR CITY

. . .  fabulous food 

and drink, left in 

vibrant capital

1SM
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Madera County is a gateway to the 

National Park and known for its 

wines, outdoor activities and water-

sports on Bass Lake.

Modesto is best known for its 

public murals, live entertainment 

and farm stands. It was also the 

inspiration behind the movie Ameri-

can Graffiti.

Yolo County is packed with quaint

historic towns and beautiful scen-

ery. Visit Winters the smallest town, 

and Great Bear Vineyards for wine 

tasting. See visitcentralvalley.com

WELCOMING IRISH CAPITAL FULL OF WARMTH,      

Write up for 

the craic in 

bubblin’ 

Dublin

TAKE a wander through

Dublin and you feel like

you’re in a giant house

party, bursting with

warmth, music and of

course, the craic.

Ireland’s capital is continually

voted one of the most welcoming

destinations in Europe and it’s

easy to see why. 

For me, this was a pilgrimage

to the soundtrack of my youth

but it was a real eye-opener for

my wife Lynn who was making

her Dublin debut. 

It’s safe to say she was blown

away by this haven of humour

and history. 

We had lots to cram in, so

after checking into our hotel, the

fabulous Radisson Blu Royal, we

performed a quick turnaround

and headed straight for one of

the city’s proudest attractions.

When you think Ireland, you

think writers. James Joyce,

Maeve Binchy, Oscar Wilde,

Roddy Doyle to name just a few.

And the Museum of Literature,

in the historic Newman House

on St Stephen’s Green gave us

the chance to discover the coun-

try’s rich literary heritage.

Visitors get the chance to

immerse themselves in Irish

storytelling across the centuries,

trace the footsteps of Joyce’s

Dublin, and encounter rare gems

including the original ‘Copy No1’

of classic Ulysses.

Our tour guide John not only

had an encyclopaedic knowledge

of the historic house and the

many fascinating characters to

have passed through over the

centuries, he treated us to a wee

song too as he cheerfully led us

around. As welcomes go, this was

literally top of the pops.

Style and class

You’ll do a lot of walking in

Dublin and with 772 pubs, you’re

never far from a pint of the

black stuff. But the city is also

renowned for great food. 

We had dinner at Lemon &

Duke, which boasts the style and

class of a Manhattan cocktail bar

and the comfort and craic of an

Irish pub. 

Bright and spacious, it’s a pop-

ular haunt for a morning coffee

or weekend brunch, while also

evolving into an atmospheric late

night venue.

They call it a little bit of New

York in the heart of Dublin and

the impressive menu more than

does that billing justice. 

To start, I went for the deli-

cious gambas in a chilli and gar-

lic oil, while Lynn chose the

mouthwatering smoked salmon

and avocado salad.

And for a main, we were both

drawn to the 10oz dry aged

Hereford ribeye steak, confit

tomatoes, onion rings, grilled

asparagus, chunky chips and

pepper sauce, perfectly accompa-

nied by a bottle of La Combe

D’Or Merlot.

There was even room for a

homemade vanilla cheesecake

each — but only just!

A ten-minute walk to the hotel

via the famous Grafton Street

and its musicians and street

artists, was a lovely way to end

the day. The Radisson is a four-

star centrally located hotel and

the perfect springboard for

Dublin’s distinctive nightlife. We

enjoyed a luxurious junior suite,

which featured separate sleeping

and living areas. Ideal for sitting

back in comfort with a coffee

and plotting the day ahead, or

relaxing before bed.

Not that you’ll need much help

falling asleep in this place.

The soundproofed windows

protected us from the noise of

the city and the kingsize bed

was one of the comfiest we had

ever slept on. 

With a well-equipped bath-

room complete with rain shower,

bathrobe and slippers, we’d have

been happy spending our entire

trip chilling out here.

But this was Dublin and day

two beckoned. It began with a

full Irish breakfast in the stylish

surroundings of the Chancery

Lounge, which set us up nicely

for the day. 

A brisk walk around nearby St

Stephen’s Green to burn off

some calories was in order,

because food was to continue to

play a very important part in

our schedule. 

We met Eveleen Coyle from

the popular Fab Food Trail who

took us on a delightful walking

and tasting tour around the city

centre.

First up was Sheridans

Cheesemakers on South Anne

Street, where we enjoyed Killeen

goat’s cheese from Co Galway,

some Gubbeen cow’s cheese from

Co Cork and a little Crozier

ewe’s milk blue cheese from

Tipperary. If you think that

sounds delicious, you’re right. 

With a fine selection of Irish

and European cheeses as well as

a huge range of other artisan

foods, Sheridans has expanded

from a small market stall in 1995

to a booming business of 21

establishments.

Then it was off to the Pepper

Pot cafe and bakery perched on

a balcony within the Georgian

Powerscourt Townhouse.

Here we were treated to their

soda bread with whipped cheese,

Burren smoked salmon with

their house pickle and handmade

scones with cream and raspberry

jam. If this is making you hun-

gry, I can only apologise. But

COMFORT

& JOYCE: 

Museum of 

literature and 

iconic book 

THINK California but for-

get the big cities like San 

Fran and LA. Instead head 

to the lesser known Cen-

tral Valley, home to vine-

yards, hiking trails, lakes and 

world-famous national parks 

including Yosemite, Sequoia and 

Kings Canyon.

On the 400-mile stretch 

through the heart of California, 

you can discover unforgettable 

stops from Bakersfield in the 

south to Yolo County in the north. 

Dubbed the ‘Nashville of

the West’, Bakersfield

was put on the map for

its country music. Animal

lovers should visit CALM –

the California Living 

Museum – a zoo that focuses on 

reintroducing endangered spe-

cies into the wild. 

Next head to Visalia, the gate-

way to Sequoia and Kings Can-

yon National Parks, then drive to 

Fresno where the sun shines for 

over 300 days a year. Yosemite 

news

OUR Take Three column

offers a trio of cut-out-and-

keep holiday suggestions.

Ahead of National Pet

Month, we’ve dug out some

dog-friendly holidays that are

simply pawfect for travellers wanting to 

bring their four-legged friends along.

BARGAIN – The Blacksmiths, Pembroke: 

This cosy barn conversion in the quaint 

village of Ludchurch has buckets of fun for 

Fido, including beachfront walks, open 

fields and dog-friendly pubs nearby.

Cosy up in front of the log-burner with a 

cuppa. But if the sun’s shining, it’s well worth 

taking the 40-minute walk to the hamlet of 

Wiseman’s Bridge, which is a great spot for 

tucking into a burger or pie, with sweeping 

views of Carmarthen Bay.

One night’s self-catering costs from 

£24.75pp, based on four people sharing. 

See travelstaytion.com.

BLOW OUT – Bless Hotel, Ibiza: As part of 

a special Bless Your Paws package, guests 

will bag a dog-friendly room complete with 

rubbish bags, two bowls with food and water 

and a dog bed. You can even get a pet carer 

if you request it.

You’ll be able to sip on cocktails in the 

hotel’s dog-friendly Epic Infinity Lounge or 

swing by the beach for seafront yoga 

classes.

Deluxe rooms cost from £110.50pp per 

night, based on two adults sharing, plus a 

£70 supplement per dog for the Bless Your 

Paws package. 

To book a room or for further details, see

blesscollectionhotels.com.

take

3

THE PAWFECT 

DESTINATION

BUDGET – Loch Tay Highland Lodges: Set 

on the edge of stunning Loch Tay near Killin 

in Perthshire, your pooch will love exploring 

the great outdoors from here.

Enjoy an array of activities including kayak-

ing, paddle boarding, fishing, gorge walking,

archery, birdwatching and golf. 

Then relax at The Boathouse Kitchen & Bar

on the water’s edge with fantastic views of

the loch. Costs from £30pp, four sharing a

Classic 2-bedroom Pet-Friendly Lodge. See

largoleisure.co.uk 
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self-catering at the 2H+ 

Kosmas Apartments in Roda, 

Corfu is from £359pp leaving 

Glasgow on May 1. See olympi-

cholidays.com or call 0208 

492 6868.

...CROWNING GLORY: Go to 

London for King Charles’ Coro-

nation and stay at The Rubens 

at the Palace, located opposite 

the Royal Mews of Buckingham 

Palace from £400 a night and 

enjoy A King’s Coronation 

Themed Afternoon Tea from 

£70pp. See rubenshotel.com

...GOOD AURA: A week 

self-catering at the 4H 

Muthu Clube Praia da 

Oura in Albufeira, Por-

tugal is from £636pp 

leaving Prestwick on 

April 24. See onthe-

beach.co.uk

...BIG AMBITIONS: The 2 week 

Hidden Gems of France & 

Spain inaugural sailing of 

Ambassador Cruise Line’s new 

Ambition is from £799pp. 

Departs Newcastle on May 12 

and calls at Dundee, Le Havre, 

Cherbourg, Brest, Mon-

toir de Bretagne, Le Ver-

don, Bilbao, Gijon and

La Coruna. See ambas-

sadorcruiseline.com or

call 0808 1028701.

...TREASURE HUNTER: 

Eight days Treasures of Viet-

nam tour taking in Halong Bay, 

Hoi An, Ho Chi Minh City and 

Hanoi is from £960pp, flights 

not included. Departs April 27. 

See intrepidtravel.com or call 

0808 274 5111. 

...COR-PHEW: Seven nights 

lates

l
THERE’S a fantastic

new food festival

taking place on Guernsey 

this month, showcasing 

the best local produce on 

the island, with the best 

restaurants and produce 

being celebrated.

Local chefs will pit their

skills and abilities against 

one another in a competi-

tion to create local 

favourites using local 

ingredients such as spi-

der crabs and mussels.

Over 20 establishments

are taking part, drawing 

up menus with an empha-

sis on local seafood.

Visitors will be given 

the opportunity to sample 

and taste-test their 

dishes, and later vote for 

the chance to win £1,200 

in restaurant vouchers. 

See visitguernsey.com

             See more at lthescottishsun.co.uk

         CULTURE, GREAT FOOD AND BUZZING BARS

r 
 

ZIGGY STAR 

MUST . . .

Simon and wife 

Lynn, who played 

Bowie, below

there are even more of Dublin’s

delicious delicacies to come!

Next was Saba, South William

Street. This buzzing city centre

restaurant serving award-

winning food and cocktails with

a Thai and Vietnamese flavour

was a real highlight. 

So much so that after tasting

the smoked trout mien kam in

betel leaves, we booked to return

in the evening for the full din-

ing experience. 

After a short walk we were

sitting outside Blazing Salads —

an award-winning vegan and

vegetarian deli on Drury Street,

munching on a vegetable samosa

with yoghurt and chive dip.

There was time for one more

food stop — Fallon and Byrne

cafe deli on Exchequer Street

where you can enjoy a tasty

coffee and sneaky treat, or a

soup and sandwich on the go.

We rounded off this wonderful

culinary roller-coaster with their

own pate with onion marmalade

on Sheridans cracker and

mature Manchego cheese,

matured in rosemary.

Which left time for one more

port of call — but this time of

the liquid variety at the famous

Swan Bar on York Street.

Steeped in Irish history, it’s

been in the Lynch family name

since 1937. 

It’s currently run by Ronan

Lynch, the third generation. His

father, Sean is something of a

local legend, having played

rugby for Ireland and the British

and Irish Lions.

There, our own special tour

was capped off with a drop of

the Powers Three Swallow Irish

Whiskey.

We had packed in so much,

but the highlight was still to

come — the Windmill Lane

recording studios.

It’s a name I had stared at for

hours on end in my bedroom

growing up, written on the

sleeve notes of every U2 album I

owned.

So getting the chance to visit

was a dream come true.

As well as U2, some of the

biggest names in music have

recorded here, from Bowie, to

AC/DC, to 50 Cent. Housed

today in an iconic Art Deco

building on Ringsend Road, it

comprises three state-of-the-art

recording studios, the largest of

which can accommodate an

80-piece orchestra.

Listening to Lynn playing Life

on Mars on the very piano used

by Bowie himself is a memory

I’ll treasure.

There’s so much to see and do

in Dublin that you could spend

a month there and hardly

scratch the surface. So we’ll be

booking a return trip before too

long. 
For warmth, friendliness and

fun, the vibrant heartbeat of

the Emerald Isle takes a lot of

beating.
SIMON HOUSTON

GETTING THERE: Ryanair fly from Edinburgh to 

Dublin daily with prices from £13pp one-way. See 

ryanair.com 

STAYING THERE: Radisson Blu Golden Lane 

offers rooms priced from £184 per night. For more 

information and to book see radissonhotels.com

MORE INFO: See visitireland.com
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‘Spectacular collection of Guernsey Renoirs 
returns home for major exhibition’, 
which goes on to discuss Renoir’s history 
in Guernsey and the significance of the 
upcoming exhibit, noting ‘A selection of 
these paintings and the locations that 
inspired them are under the spotlight in a 
one-off Renoir exhibition on Guernsey, in 
celebration of the 140th anniversary of his 
important stay on the second largest of the 
Channel Islands.’

The Scottish Sun
Reach: 154,400

Museum Crush
Reach: 48,900

Wanderlust
Reach: 682,000
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TRAVEL

“Visit Fort Grey  
on a dropping 6m 
tide at sundown: 

the tide will be just 
lapping over the 
lower end of the 

slipway. Swim out 
to the manmade 

pier: there’s a huge 
anchor resting on 

the seabed.”
Jayne Packham, 

local wild 
swimming guide 

ISLANDER’S 
TIP WHERE TO STAY

For walks directly from your 
accommodation try four-star 
Fermain Valley Hotel (doubles from 
£140; fermainvalley.com) or 
glamping at Wild Guernsey (from 
£220 for two nights for two people; 
wildguernsey.wordpress.com). 

GETTING THERE  
AND AROUND 
The airport is served by Aurigney, 
Blue Islands, Logan Air and British 
Airways. Bring your car on Condor 
(journey time from Poole is three 
hours) or hire one from the airport 
or harbour (don’t forget to use your 
discount with Holiday Autos –  
boundless.co.uk/holidayautos). 

LOCAL INFO

St Peter Port, on the east 
coast of Guernsey, offers 

views to Herm and Sark

TRAVEL

“Alderney has 
endless beauty at 

every turn, rare 
wildlife at your 
fingertips, and 

exceptional history 
to immerse yourself 

in. The Roman 
Nunnery is without 

doubt the best 
place to start.  

Open year round 
and free entry.” 

Alex Flewitt,  
resident

ISLANDER’S 
TIP WHERE TO STAY

For a memorable 
experience, rent 
Victorian Fort Clonque 
through the Landmark 
Trust (from £1,016 for four 
nights – the fort sleeps up to 13 people; 
landmarktrust.org.uk). Or try boutique 
hotel Blonde Hedgehog in St Anne 
(doubles from £170 per night, including 
breakfast; blondehedgehog.com). 

GETTING THERE AND AROUND
Fly from Guernsey and select mainland 
airports with Aurigny or Blue Islands,  
or take the Alderney Ferry Service from 
Guernsey. Hire a car from Braye Hire Car 
(brayehirecars.com) or rent a bike from 
Cycle and Surf in St Anne (adult bikes 
from £10 per day; cycleandsurf.co.uk). 

LOCAL INFO
Alderney is perhaps the most heavily fortified island in 
the world owing to its strategic position just eight miles 
off the French coast and 80 miles from southern England. 
The oldest fortification dates from the fourth century 
when the Romans built the Nunnery above Longis Bay 
(now considered the best preserved small Roman fort in 
Western Europe). Later the Victorians, fearing a French 
invasion, built 18 forts and batteries, and a new harbour 
to house the British fleet. The impressive Fort Tourgis, the 
second largest of the Victorian forts, is open to explore. 
Alderney was evacuated during the Second World War, 
when Guernsey and Jersey were occupied by German 
forces, and in 1942 Hitler ordered the island’s conversion 
into an impregnable fortress as part of his Atlantic Wall. 
Thousands of slave workers arrived to build bunkers, 
anti-tank walls and tunnel complexes. These German 
wartime defences are visible at every turn and characterise 
the landscape. Other things to do include nature walks 
to discover bats and the island’s eye-catching blonde 
hedgehogs, and boat rides with the Alderney Wildlife 
Trust to spot nesting northern gannets. 

HISTORY BUFFS

Arch Beach – a sheltered 
bay that’s popular with 
families, and links to 
neighbouring Corblets 
Bay at low tideWALKERS

BEST FOR...

ST PETER PORT
(FERRY TERMINAL)

FERMAIN VALLEY 
HOTEL

RICHMOND

FORT GREY

LA PLANEL

ST  
SAMPSON

Guernsey is noticeably more laid back than Jersey, with 
fewer chain stores in its capital, St Peter Port. Its flower-
strewn cliff paths are a walker’s dream – you can simply 
amble from one pretty cove to the next, or download the 
VisitGuernsey app for more than 35 self-guided routes. 
Local history is full of myths and folklore, such as the 
witches’ seats built into houses in the west to encourage 
these sorcerers to relax rather than create mischief on the 
island. Such tales inspire the folklore trails, available until 
October, which take walkers on twists and turns to uncover 
these myths and legends (look for the ‘Once Upon an Island’ 
walks on the VisitGuernsey app). In September, a major 
Renoir exhibition opens, commemorating the Impressionist 
painter’s time in Guernsey. There’s also a Renoir Walk, a 
short, self-guided trail of the locations where Renoir painted 
during a summer holiday in 1883. Guernsey’s other famous 
resident was French writer Victor Hugo, who was exiled on 
the island for 15 years and wrote much of Les Misérables at 
Hauteville House, now a fascinating museum full of Hugo’s 
eccentric interior design and well worth a visit.

GUERNSEY

ALDERNEY
G

U
E RN S E Y

BEST FOR...

BURHOU 
ISLAND

CLONQUE 
BAY

FORT TOURGIS

ARCH  
BEACH

BRAYE 
HARBOUR 
(FERRY 
TERMINAL)

A LD E R N E Y THE 
ROMAN 
NUNNERYAIRPORT

AIRPORT
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SAVE 5%* ON CONDOR  
FERRY CROSSINGS
Your discount applies to sailings 
from Poole or Portsmouth to 
Jersey and Guernsey; between the 
two islands; and from Jersey and 
Guernsey to Cherbourg and  
St Malo. boundless.co.uk/condor

SAVE ON A JERSEY HOTEL
Boundless partner Virgin 
Experience Days offers a one-
night Boutique Break for Two at 
Chateau La Chaire, one of Jersey’s 
finest small luxury hotels, for 
£149 – and members save 20%*. 
boundless.co.uk/ved

DO MORE WITH 
BOUNDLESS

ISLANDER’S 
TIP

WHERE  
TO STAY
Upmarket Stocks 
Hotel (doubles 
from £216 per 
night including  
breakfast 
– two-night 
minimum stay; 
stockshotel.com), 
or rent a luxury yurt at 
the Clos a Jaon campsite 
(tents sleeping up to six from £190 
per night – three-night minimum stay; 
sarkcampingholidays.co.uk). 

GETTING THERE  
AND AROUND
There’s no airport on Sark so take the 
Isle of Sark Shipping Company ferry 
from Guernsey (55 minutes, adult day 
return from £28; sarkshipping.gg).  
A tractor trailer runs from harbour to 
town. Hire bikes from Avenue Cycles 
(from £7.50; avenuecyclessark.com) 
or splash out on a horse and carriage 
(from £120; sarkcarriages.co.uk). 

WHERE TO STAY
Check in to the White House Hotel, 
pictured below (doubles from £145) or 
book a holiday cottage in Manor Village 
(from £476 per week for a property that 
sleeps four). All bookings via herm.com.

GETTING THERE AND AROUND
The Isle of Herm ferry departs from 
Guernsey between two and seven times 
per day depending on the season, and 
crossings take around 20 minutes (adults 
£8; book via herm.com). 

LOCAL INFO LOCAL INFO

Sark is like stepping back in time, with dirt roads to 
cycle or walk along and no motorised vehicles other 
than the occasional tractor. The world’s first dark-sky 
island, the night skies are phenomenal and a shed-like 
observatory houses the island’s telescope (sastros.
sark.gg). There are 226 different bird species here, 
while the human population is less than 600. Get up 
early for a dawn chorus bird walk through Dixcart Valley 
to hear warblers in full song, or take a round-island boat 
trip with George Guille (adults £35, children £20; 
sarkboattrips.com) to see puffins nesting on L’Etac, the 
guillemot colony on Les Autelets, and shags basking 
near Port du Moulin. The waters around Sark are great 
for kayaking, which is the best way to explore the 
abundant caves here, many of which were historically 
used to store smuggled contraband. 

Belvoir Bay, on 
Herm’s east coast, 

affords views of  
neighbouring Sark

Car-free Herm is the smallest inhabited Channel Island 
you can visit. The other two, Jethou and Brecqhou, are 
privately leased from the Crown. The bijou island is home 
to one hotel, a campsite and a couple of pubs. Wander 
the sandy paths that crisscross the grassy common at the 
centre of the 200-hectare island, stop to inspect what may 
be the world’s smallest prison (just a single cell) and take 
time to admire butterflies flitting among wildflowers. 
Herm’s capital, Manor Village, is just a few granite 
buildings, a primary school and a tiny chapel. The island’s 
biggest draw is its beaches – which, on a sunny day, 
look like they’re lifted from the Caribbean. Shell beach, 
which gets its name from the millions of tiny shells that 
are swept ashore by the Gulf Stream, is the perfect place 
to idle away a summer’s day. Take a picnic or buy crab 
sandwiches and ice creams from the beach kiosk (you 
can even pick up a cold beer). On a clear day you can see 
across to the coast of France. The island is open all year, 
and you can see puffins from early April to mid July. n

“You can’t beat 
a snorkel in the 

clear waters 
of Shell Beach. 

This spectacular 
underwater 

habitat is rich in 
marine life and 

colour, with large 
shoals of fish, sea 
grass and seals. 
Remember to 

pack a mask and 
snorkel and avoid 

the high-tide 
currents.” 

Chris Harvey,  
teacher

ISLANDER’S 
TIP

TRAVEL

“Sark’s dark 
night sky makes 
for spectacular 
stargazing – a 

priceless view of the 
universe that costs 

nothing.”  
Joh Harvey, wellness 

entrepreneur
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TRAVEL

The largest of the Channel Islands 
at nine miles by five miles, Jersey is a 
separate jurisdiction to Guernsey and 
the other islands and has its own mint 
(they still issue pound notes) and its own 
government (they were never part of the 
EU). The island is characterised by steep 
granite cliffs with sheltered harbour bays 
to the north and great sweeps of sandy 
beaches to the west and south. The most 
dramatic beach is five-mile St Ouen’s 
Bay on the west coast, where surfers 
congregate on the breakers, families play 
on the sands, couples eat al fresco lunches 
at trendy beach cafés and dog owners 
take rambling walks in the adjacent 
dunes. Family days out include riding 
the amphibious vehicle to 16th-century 
Elizabeth Castle, which occupies a tidal 
island in St Aubin’s Bay. Once there, you 
can watch the midday cannon being fired 
and walk to a tiny hermitage that housed 
the reclusive Saint Helier in the sixth 
century. Don’t miss Jersey Zoo, founded 
by conservationist Gerald Durrell, which 
welcomed a pair of Linne’s two-toed 
sloths to its cloud forest last autumn.

e’re speeding along on a 
catamaran towards Corbière 

Lighthouse, the cliffs of 
Jersey’s north coast rising into 

view, when I spot something dark plunging 
into the water. At first I think it might be 
a northern gannet, the large seabird that 
nests in its thousands on a rocky outcrop 
of Alderney, but then it jumps out of the 
water in a perfect arc. This is no gannet. 
“Dolphin!” I shout, and other passengers 
flock to the ferry’s windows to spot not  
just one but five picture-book 
perfect bottlenose dolphins 
leaping in the Channel. 

YOUR EXPERT
Antonia Windsor is the Channel Islands 
destination expert for The Telegraph, 
and current TravMedia freelance writer 
of the year. She grew up on Jersey. 

This isn’t an unusual sight when travelling by ferry to 
the Channel Islands, which in order of size are Jersey, 
Guernsey, Alderney, Sark and Herm. But I wasn’t 
expecting dolphins in February (April to October is 
more common), and my children, aged 10, nine and 
seven, are delighted. It’s a great start to our holiday. 

On the car deck below, our Cavapoochon 
(a cuddly crossbreed of cavalier King Charles 

spaniel, bichon frise and poodle, in case 
you’re wondering) is asleep in the back 

of the car. Taking a dog to the Channel 
Islands is very straightforward. Pets 
don’t need passports and the ferry 
company, Condor, includes pets in 
cars for free. Halfway into the crossing, 

anxious owners are allowed an escorted 
visit to their vehicles. 
I was born and brought up in Jersey 

so am biased when I say it offers everything 
you want from a holiday, with or without a dog: 

glorious beaches, castles and museums, a world-
class conservation zoo and a capital jam-packed 
with independent shops, lively bars and top-notch 
restaurants. In recent years I’ve begun to explore the 
other Channel Islands, which offer a more sleepy, 
step-back-in-time experience. Guernsey, with its 
floral cliff paths and connections to the writer Victor 
Hugo and artist Renoir; Alderney with its historic 
fortifications; Sark with its tractor-drawn fire engine 
and shed-like dark sky observatory; and car-free 
Herm with beaches to rival the Caribbean. They’re 
all worth taking time to explore, whether for a quick 
revitalising weekend break in the shoulder seasons or 
for longer, more leisurely summer holidays.

FAMILIES

WHERE TO STAY
Family- and dog-
friendly accommodation 
includes five-star 
Longueville Manor (doubles 
from £325; longuevillemanor.com), 
and Harbour View apartments  
(£100pp per night; harbourview.je). 

GETTING THERE AND AROUND
Six airlines fly to Jersey from the UK, 
including EasyJet, Loganair, Blue Islands 
and British Airways, while Condor 
Ferries sail from Poole or Portsmouth 
(the fastest route is four hours).  
A regular and reliable bus service serves 
attractions and beaches, and electric 
bikes can be hired via the Evie app 
(evieondemand.com). 
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“Watch the sun 
go down from the 
ancient dolmen on 
Grantez headland 
in St Ouen. Take a 

flask of tea and stay 
past dusk to enjoy 
stargazing in the 
quiet stillness.” 
Kate Kirk, local 

marketing director
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Close to home yet strikingly different, the Channel Islands are the answer 
to many a holiday dilemma this year. But which to choose?
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A WALK FOR 
EVERY DAY IN MAY

The wildflowers are out and the weather 

is warming up — now is the time to get 

your walking boots out, says Sarah Baxter

the beginning of the 
17th century, the tradition 
was to form a coronation 
procession from the Tower 
of London to Westminster 
Abbey. As King Charles III’s 
coronation looms, re-enact 
the historic route. The British 
Pilgrimage Trust has mapped 
a five-mile walk through the 
capital along this old royal 
route, via holy wells, tombs, 
churches and Roman 
temples. Download 
it or join the trust’s 
expert Guy Hayward 
for a guided, 
surprise-filled 
urban pilgrimage 
in coronation 
week (May 2; 
£70pp). For 
a funky hotel 
that is nominally 
on-theme try 
the Pilgrm 
in Paddington.
Details Room-only 
doubles from £159 
(thepilgrm.com); see 
britishpilgrimage.org

1 STAFFORDSHIRE
Happy Staffordshire Day! 
The county rejoices on May 1, 
the date Josiah Wedgwood 
founded his pottery company 
in 1759. An apt way to mark 
the occasion is by joining 
Staffordshire Moorlands 
Walking Festival’s Three Peaks 
Challenge, a 14-mile trek 
around the county’s highest 
summits. To continue the 
celebrations, treat yourself to 
a luxe hut or treehouse at the 
Tawny, Staffordshire’s large 
hotel of the year — as well as 
having enormous grounds 
it’s right next to RSPB Consall 
Woods, which is perfect for 
wildlife-filled spring strolls. 
Details One night’s self-
catering for two from £255 
(thetawny.co.uk); festival 
to May 1 (staffsmoorlands 
walkingfestival.co.uk)

2 LONDON
From the 14th century until 
the crowning of Charles II at 
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reserve adrift on the Firth 
of Forth — is marvellous this 
month; it hosts the largest 
puffin colony on the east coast 
from April to mid-July, plus 
grey seals, razorbills, shags 

and other seabirds. Ferries 
run from Dunbar and North 
Berwick, and from Anstruther 
in Fife. On the island follow 
the clifftop paths (about two 
and a half miles) to get closer 
to the wildlife. Shepherd’s 
Bothy at Papple Steading, 
close to Dunbar, is an 
immaculate rural bolt hole 
also well placed for walks 
in John Muir Country Park.
Details Three nights’ 
self-catering for two from 
£708 (crabtreeandcrabtree. 
com); see nature.scot

25 GUERNSEY
Guernsey is one of the 
country’s sunniest spots, 
and the lengthening May 
days provide the perfect 
backdrop for its wonderful 
walking festival. Guided strolls 
of varying lengths provide 
insight into the bailiwick, 
from its Second World War 
history to its farming and 
folklore. The top pick is the 
two-mile Walking in the 
Footsteps of Renoir and Victor 
Hugo route, visiting Moulin 

Huet Bay and the cottage 
where Renoir painted, which 
is usually off limits (May 21; 
£15). Embrace the warming 
weather at Camp de Reves, 
where posh tents have sea 
views and four-poster beds.
Details One night’s 
self-catering for six from £175 
(guernseyglamping.com); 
festival May 20-June 4 
(visitguernsey.com)

26-28 CORNWALL
With flowery verges and 
warming breezes, May is 
a magnificent month on the 
South West Coast Path. This 

ill b i b b

year will be quite busy, but 
in a good way — the national 
trail turns 50 in 2023, and 
to celebrate a free five-week 
relay is being held from May 
12; join sections for 
spectacular coastal walks and 
camaraderie. For instance, 
try the challenging section 
from Hartland Quay to 
Tintagel — a ravishing 
rollercoaster via Widemouth 
Bay and magical Boscastle 
(May 21-23). Rest at the luxe 
roundhouses at East Thorne 
glampsite in Bude.
Details Seven nights’ 
self-catering for four from 
£849 (luxurycoastal.co.uk); 
see southwestcoastpath.org.uk

29 CAMBRIAN 
MOUNTAINS
Generations of Welsh princes 
are buried at the remote 
12th-century Strata Florida 
Abbey in Ceredigion. Its name 

is Latin for “Vale of Flowers”, 
after its river meadow 
location, which is especially 
lush in spring. The abbey 
is always fascinating, but 
learn more on the special 
Folk and Footpaths guided 
walk, interspersed with 
performances by the folk 
singer Owen Shiers (May 22; 
£70) — also, the long-distance 
Cambrian Way runs right by 
the site. Book in at Brynarth 
Country Cottages, nestled in 
nearby foothills, for a longer 
walking break.
Details Three nights’ 
self-catering for two from 
£357 (brynarth.co.uk); 
see strataflorida.org.uk

30-31 KENT
The Garden of England is 
beginning to look especially 
bounteous in May — perfect 
for uplifting strolls. Coast 
and Country Rambles offers 
tailor-made breaks across 
th i i l di t

the region, including two-
night, two-walk tasters. 
Especially recommended 
for this month is its Up on 
the Downs trip in the Alkham 
area. On the first day bimble 
amid winsome villages, 
chalky hillsides, calling 
cuckoos and woodland 
awash with bluebells and 
anemones; on the second 
take a refreshing sea-breezy 
stroll along the Kent coast. 
Each evening retreat to an 
away-from-it-all shepherd’s 
hut or farmhouse B&B.
Details Two nights’ B&B 
from £295pp (coastand 
countryrambles.co.uk)
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month; it hosts the largest 
puffin colony on the east coast 
from April to mid-July, plus 
grey seals, razorbills, shags 

and other seabirds. Ferries 
run from Dunbar and North 
Berwick, and from Anstruther 
in Fife. On the island follow 
the clifftop paths (about two 
and a half miles) to get closer 
to the wildlife. Shepherd’s 
Bothy at Papple Steading, 
close to Dunbar, is an 
immaculate rural bolt hole 
also well placed for walks 
in John Muir Country Park.
Details Three nights’ 
self-catering for two from 
£708 (crabtreeandcrabtree. 
com); see nature.scot

25 GUERNSEY
Guernsey is one of the 
country’s sunniest spots, 
and the lengthening May 
days provide the perfect 
backdrop for its wonderful 
walking festival. Guided strolls 
of varying lengths provide 
insight into the bailiwick, 
from its Second World War 
history to its farming and 
folklore. The top pick is the 
two-mile Walking in the 
Footsteps of Renoir and Victor 
Hugo route, visiting Moulin 

Huet Bay and the cottage 
where Renoir painted, which 
is usually off limits (May 21; 
£15). Embrace the warming 
weather at Camp de Reves, 
where posh tents have sea 
views and four-poster beds.
Details One night’s 
self-catering for six from £175 
(guernseyglamping.com); 
festival May 20-June 4 
(visitguernsey.com)

26-28 CORNWALL
With flowery verges and 
warming breezes, May is 
a magnificent month on the 
South West Coast Path. This 

ill b i b b

year will be quite busy, but 
in a good way — the national 
trail turns 50 in 2023, and 
to celebrate a free five-week 
relay is being held from May 
12; join sections for 
spectacular coastal walks and 
camaraderie. For instance, 
try the challenging section 
from Hartland Quay to 
Tintagel — a ravishing 
rollercoaster via Widemouth 
Bay and magical Boscastle 
(May 21-23). Rest at the luxe 
roundhouses at East Thorne 
glampsite in Bude.
Details Seven nights’ 
self-catering for four from 
£849 (luxurycoastal.co.uk); 
see southwestcoastpath.org.uk

29 CAMBRIAN 
MOUNTAINS
Generations of Welsh princes 
are buried at the remote 
12th-century Strata Florida 
Abbey in Ceredigion. Its name 

is Latin for “Vale of Flowers”, 
after its river meadow 
location, which is especially 
lush in spring. The abbey 
is always fascinating, but 
learn more on the special 
Folk and Footpaths guided 
walk, interspersed with 
performances by the folk 
singer Owen Shiers (May 22; 
£70) — also, the long-distance 
Cambrian Way runs right by 
the site. Book in at Brynarth 
Country Cottages, nestled in 
nearby foothills, for a longer 
walking break.
Details Three nights’ 
self-catering for two from 
£357 (brynarth.co.uk); 
see strataflorida.org.uk

30-31 KENT
The Garden of England is 
beginning to look especially 
bounteous in May — perfect 
for uplifting strolls. Coast 
and Country Rambles offers 
tailor-made breaks across 
th i i l di t

the region, including two-
night, two-walk tasters. 
Especially recommended 
for this month is its Up on 
the Downs trip in the Alkham 
area. On the first day bimble 
amid winsome villages, 
chalky hillsides, calling 
cuckoos and woodland 
awash with bluebells and 
anemones; on the second 
take a refreshing sea-breezy 
stroll along the Kent coast. 
Each evening retreat to an 
away-from-it-all shepherd’s 
hut or farmhouse B&B.
Details Two nights’ B&B 
from £295pp (coastand 
countryrambles.co.uk)
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��Island-hopping: forget Greece and visit Guernsey, Sark, Herm and Alderney instead 
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Take a road trip in castle 
country
Scotland

All eyes will be on Westminster Abbey 
in May – a fitting moment to dodge the 
Coronation crowds and visit the new 
King’s Scottish retreat, Balmoral, 
while tracing a route with the highest 
castles-per-day count north of the 
border. Macs Adventure’s self-drive 
short break scoots from Edinburgh to 
Inverness and back via the imposing 
medieval bastions at Stirling, Dunnot-
tar, St Andrews, Cawdor and Glamis – 
the last two with Macbeth connections 
– plus Perth’s Scone Palace, where 
past kings of Scotland were crowned.
Macs Adventure’s (0141 530 5452; 
macsadventure.com) Scotland Castles 
Trail costs from £340pp, including 
three nights’ B&B, route guide and 
information pack

See stars in 
Northumberland
England
Inky blackness cloaks England’s 
northern wilds at night – ideal condi-
tions for exploring constellations, gal-
axies, planets and nebulae. In three 
nights you can launch your journey 
across the cosmos from the cosy Star 
Barn, at the edge of Northumberland 
National Park and Kielder Water 
and Forest Park, designated England’s 
first (and largest) International Dark 
Sky Park 10 years ago. An astronomy 
package includes hire of a pro-quality 
telescope and stargazing kit, a session 
with the resident astronomer, and 
a  Dark Sky Experience Safari with 
expert guides.
Crabtree & Crabtree (01573 226711; 
crabtreeandcrabtree.com) offers three 
nights’ self-catering at the Star Barn 
from £703, including stargazing 
equipment and experiences for two

Go ferry fantastic
Channel Islands
Cyclades a flight too far? White-sand 
beaches lapped by turquoise waters 
beckon just a three-hour ferry ride 
from Poole Harbour. There is a whiff 
of the exotic about Guernsey, with its 
Francophone names, gastronomy and 
blissfully sunny weather to enjoy surf-
ing, SUP-ing or strolling along its 
35-mile coastal path. Car-free Sark, 
puffin-bustling Herm and wildlife 
haven Alderney, home to golden 
hedgehogs, are all under an hour’s 
sail from St Peter Port, so stitching 
together an island-hopping adventure 
is a breeze.

Guernsey Travel (01534 496660; 
guernseytravel.com) offers return 
Poole-Guernsey ferry and three nights’ 
B&B at the Imperial Hotel from £587

Restore and rebalance
Wales

Rewire fried mental circuits with a com-
pact package of wellness activities care-
fully chosen to complement the setting 
amid the leafy Monmouthshire hills. Join 
like-minded glampers in cosy Persian 
alachigh tents, emerge for daily outdoor 
yoga sessions, plus (re)balancing with 
stand-up paddleboarding on the River 
Wye, wild-food foraging, camp fire 
cooking, storytelling and stargazing. 
Adventure Tours UK’s (01824 737024; 
adventuretoursuk.com) Wild Wellness 
Retreat South Wales costs from £630pp, 
including three nights in a shared 
alachigh tent (double and single 
options available), all meals, yoga 
sessions, guided SUP and foraging, and 
parking but not transport; departs 
May, July and September 

Whizz to the fizz
Sussex

With sun-soaked slopes and soils to 
rival those of Champagne, Sussex has 
produced some of England’s finest 
drops since at least Roman times – qual-
ity recognised last year with Protected 
Designation of Origin status. Over 
a  languid long weekend, you can glide 
across the South Downs on a self-guided 
e-bike tour between wineries and 
past Arundel and Bamber castles, bed-
ding down in an Elizabethan manor 
house and  one of England’s oldest 
coaching inns.
Cycling for Softies (020 7471 7760; 
cycling-for-softies.co.uk) has a three-
night Sparkling Sussex itinerary from 
£1,015pp, including luxury half-board 
accommodation, e-bike hire, one wine 
estate visit, route notes and luggage 
transfers; departs May-September 

BEST OF BRITISH

��Finish a day’s cycling with a glass of local fizz from the vineyards of Sussex
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Take a road trip in castle 
country
Scotland

All eyes will be on Westminster Abbey 
in May – a fitting moment to dodge the 
Coronation crowds and visit the new 
King’s Scottish retreat, Balmoral, 
while tracing a route with the highest 
castles-per-day count north of the 
border. Macs Adventure’s self-drive 
short break scoots from Edinburgh to 
Inverness and back via the imposing 
medieval bastions at Stirling, Dunnot-
tar, St Andrews, Cawdor and Glamis – 
the last two with Macbeth connections 
– plus Perth’s Scone Palace, where 
past kings of Scotland were crowned.
Macs Adventure’s (0141 530 5452; 
macsadventure.com) Scotland Castles 
Trail costs from £340pp, including 
three nights’ B&B, route guide and 
information pack

See stars in 
Northumberland
England
Inky blackness cloaks England’s 
northern wilds at night – ideal condi-
tions for exploring constellations, gal-
axies, planets and nebulae. In three 
nights you can launch your journey 
across the cosmos from the cosy Star 
Barn, at the edge of Northumberland 
National Park and Kielder Water 
and Forest Park, designated England’s 
first (and largest) International Dark 
Sky Park 10 years ago. An astronomy 
package includes hire of a pro-quality 
telescope and stargazing kit, a session 
with the resident astronomer, and 
a  Dark Sky Experience Safari with 
expert guides.
Crabtree & Crabtree (01573 226711; 
crabtreeandcrabtree.com) offers three 
nights’ self-catering at the Star Barn 
from £703, including stargazing 
equipment and experiences for two

Go ferry fantastic
Channel Islands
Cyclades a flight too far? White-sand 
beaches lapped by turquoise waters 
beckon just a three-hour ferry ride 
from Poole Harbour. There is a whiff 
of the exotic about Guernsey, with its 
Francophone names, gastronomy and 
blissfully sunny weather to enjoy surf-
ing, SUP-ing or strolling along its 
35-mile coastal path. Car-free Sark, 
puffin-bustling Herm and wildlife 
haven Alderney, home to golden 
hedgehogs, are all under an hour’s 
sail from St Peter Port, so stitching 
together an island-hopping adventure 
is a breeze.

Guernsey Travel (01534 496660; 
guernseytravel.com) offers return 
Poole-Guernsey ferry and three nights’ 
B&B at the Imperial Hotel from £587

Restore and rebalance
Wales

Rewire fried mental circuits with a com-
pact package of wellness activities care-
fully chosen to complement the setting 
amid the leafy Monmouthshire hills. Join 
like-minded glampers in cosy Persian 
alachigh tents, emerge for daily outdoor 
yoga sessions, plus (re)balancing with 
stand-up paddleboarding on the River 
Wye, wild-food foraging, camp fire 
cooking, storytelling and stargazing. 
Adventure Tours UK’s (01824 737024; 
adventuretoursuk.com) Wild Wellness 
Retreat South Wales costs from £630pp, 
including three nights in a shared 
alachigh tent (double and single 
options available), all meals, yoga 
sessions, guided SUP and foraging, and 
parking but not transport; departs 
May, July and September 

Whizz to the fizz
Sussex

With sun-soaked slopes and soils to 
rival those of Champagne, Sussex has 
produced some of England’s finest 
drops since at least Roman times – qual-
ity recognised last year with Protected 
Designation of Origin status. Over 
a  languid long weekend, you can glide 
across the South Downs on a self-guided 
e-bike tour between wineries and 
past Arundel and Bamber castles, bed-
ding down in an Elizabethan manor 
house and  one of England’s oldest 
coaching inns.
Cycling for Softies (020 7471 7760; 
cycling-for-softies.co.uk) has a three-
night Sparkling Sussex itinerary from 
£1,015pp, including luxury half-board 
accommodation, e-bike hire, one wine 
estate visit, route notes and luggage 
transfers; departs May-September 

BEST OF BRITISH

��Finish a day’s cycling with a glass of local fizz from the vineyards of Sussex
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Take a road trip in castle 
country
Scotland

All eyes will be on Westminster Abbey 
in May – a fitting moment to dodge the 
Coronation crowds and visit the new 
King’s Scottish retreat, Balmoral, 
while tracing a route with the highest 
castles-per-day count north of the 
border. Macs Adventure’s self-drive 
short break scoots from Edinburgh to 
Inverness and back via the imposing 
medieval bastions at Stirling, Dunnot-
tar, St Andrews, Cawdor and Glamis – 
the last two with Macbeth connections 
– plus Perth’s Scone Palace, where 
past kings of Scotland were crowned.
Macs Adventure’s (0141 530 5452; 
macsadventure.com) Scotland Castles 
Trail costs from £340pp, including 
three nights’ B&B, route guide and 
information pack

See stars in 
Northumberland
England
Inky blackness cloaks England’s 
northern wilds at night – ideal condi-
tions for exploring constellations, gal-
axies, planets and nebulae. In three 
nights you can launch your journey 
across the cosmos from the cosy Star 
Barn, at the edge of Northumberland 
National Park and Kielder Water 
and Forest Park, designated England’s 
first (and largest) International Dark 
Sky Park 10 years ago. An astronomy 
package includes hire of a pro-quality 
telescope and stargazing kit, a session 
with the resident astronomer, and 
a  Dark Sky Experience Safari with 
expert guides.
Crabtree & Crabtree (01573 226711; 
crabtreeandcrabtree.com) offers three 
nights’ self-catering at the Star Barn 
from £703, including stargazing 
equipment and experiences for two

Go ferry fantastic
Channel Islands
Cyclades a flight too far? White-sand 
beaches lapped by turquoise waters 
beckon just a three-hour ferry ride 
from Poole Harbour. There is a whiff 
of the exotic about Guernsey, with its 
Francophone names, gastronomy and 
blissfully sunny weather to enjoy surf-
ing, SUP-ing or strolling along its 
35-mile coastal path. Car-free Sark, 
puffin-bustling Herm and wildlife 
haven Alderney, home to golden 
hedgehogs, are all under an hour’s 
sail from St Peter Port, so stitching 
together an island-hopping adventure 
is a breeze.

Guernsey Travel (01534 496660; 
guernseytravel.com) offers return 
Poole-Guernsey ferry and three nights’ 
B&B at the Imperial Hotel from £587

Restore and rebalance
Wales

Rewire fried mental circuits with a com-
pact package of wellness activities care-
fully chosen to complement the setting 
amid the leafy Monmouthshire hills. Join 
like-minded glampers in cosy Persian 
alachigh tents, emerge for daily outdoor 
yoga sessions, plus (re)balancing with 
stand-up paddleboarding on the River 
Wye, wild-food foraging, camp fire 
cooking, storytelling and stargazing. 
Adventure Tours UK’s (01824 737024; 
adventuretoursuk.com) Wild Wellness 
Retreat South Wales costs from £630pp, 
including three nights in a shared 
alachigh tent (double and single 
options available), all meals, yoga 
sessions, guided SUP and foraging, and 
parking but not transport; departs 
May, July and September 

Whizz to the fizz
Sussex

With sun-soaked slopes and soils to 
rival those of Champagne, Sussex has 
produced some of England’s finest 
drops since at least Roman times – qual-
ity recognised last year with Protected 
Designation of Origin status. Over 
a  languid long weekend, you can glide 
across the South Downs on a self-guided 
e-bike tour between wineries and 
past Arundel and Bamber castles, bed-
ding down in an Elizabethan manor 
house and  one of England’s oldest 
coaching inns.
Cycling for Softies (020 7471 7760; 
cycling-for-softies.co.uk) has a three-
night Sparkling Sussex itinerary from 
£1,015pp, including luxury half-board 
accommodation, e-bike hire, one wine 
estate visit, route notes and luggage 
transfers; departs May-September 

BEST OF BRITISH

��Finish a day’s cycling with a glass of local fizz from the vineyards of Sussex
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If traffic drives you mad  
and you long for seclusion,  
head for a glorious island  
where vehicles are banned

Carefree   and car-free
By Angela Epstein

T
HERE’S nothing like traffic 
to spoil the serenity of a long-
awaited holiday. 

Whether it’s the impatient 
honk of an overheated taxi 
driver or fellow tourists  

clogging up the roads as they tussle with 
their satnavs. 

And that’s aside from the fumes, the 
dust and all the other environmental hor-
rors thrown up by modern road travel. 

So a visit to a car-free island could – save 
for the odd donkey – be the perfect place 
to have a truly tranquil break. 

Here’s a tempting selection…

PEACE IN GREECE
WITH its sugar almond-coloured houses 
and a horseshoe-shaped harbour bristling 
with tavernas and chi-chi boutiques, 
Hydra is one of the quaintest of the  
Greek islands. 

As for getting around, donkeys provide 
the main source of transport (not even 
cyclists get a look in here). Otherwise, 
visitors need to summon water taxis to 
visit quiet coves and beaches.

Beloved by Athens’ boho set – Leonard 
Cohen once lived here – you can also  
f ll il M E H d ’ hi h

follow trails up Mount Eros, Hydra’s high-
est point. 
Getting there: Ferries leave Piraeus port 
up to five times per day, taking two hours 

(ferryhopper.com). Gatwick-Athens 
return flights from £95 (wizzair.com).
Where to stay: Five-star Mandraki Beach 
Resort – in the historic bay where ships 
were launched in the 1800s to protect  
the Greek seas against the Ottomans – 
costs from £447 a night (mandraki-
beachresort.com).

CAPTIVATING CROATIA
A SEVEN-mile boat trip from Dubrovnik 
will spirit you over to the island of Lopud, 
one of the largest in Croatia’s Elaphiti 
archipelago. Lopud’s natural beauty – long 
stretches of sand and the sparkling waters 
of the Adriatic – makes it a magnet for a 
drop-and-flop break.

The main attraction on the island is  
the 15th Century Franciscan monastery, 
part of which was transformed into the 
opulent boutique hotel Lopud 1483, sleep-
ing just ten guests.

The monastery is off-limits, but St Mary 
of the Cave Church is regularly open to 
the public. You can also cycle through 
pine-shaded paths or take a leisurely hike 
up to Polacica, which rises about 700ft 
above the water.
G tti th C i F i ( i
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Getting there: Croatia Ferries (croatia-

ferries.com) runs a regular service from 
Dubrovnik to Lopud with a journey time of 
55 minutes. Luton-Dubrovnik return flights 
from around £100 (wizzair.com).
Where to stay: Lopud 1483 (lopud1483.
com), prices on request. A week at RMH 
Lopud Lafodia resort from £1,500 for a 
superior double room (lafodiahotel.com). 

SILENCE IN SARK
THE smallest of the Channel Islands – a 
weeny three miles by a mile and a half – 
Sark is a place for walkers, cyclists and 
horse-drawn carriage tours (the island’s 
family-run horse and carriage attraction 
dates back to the late 1700s).

Thanks to clear skies free from light pol-
lution, Sark is ideal for stargazing, either 
from the island’s observatory, where visi-
tors study constellations and track the 
Milky Way, or at ground level, where all 
you have to do is look up.
Getting there: The Isle of Sark Shipping 
Company (sarkshipping.gg) runs a 55-
minute ferry from Guernsey. Gatwick-
Guernsey return flights from £150 
(aurigny.com).
Where to stay: La Sablonnerie Hotel, a 
former 16th Century farmhouse, is a 
two-minute walk from the popular sea 
swimming area, Adonis Pool, and has 
doubles from £98 per night (sablonnerie-
hotel.gg).

NORTH WALES WILDLIFE
ONCE a Christian pilgrimage site back 
in the Middle Ages, these days Bardsey 
Island, which sits two miles off Wales’s 
Llyn Peninsula, is a wildlife haven. 

If you’re fired up by David Attenbor-
ough, you’ll love looking out for the 
colony of about 200 Atlantic grey seals 
which dawdle around Bardsey’s coves.

This island is a place of true escape – 
there are only nine properties to rent. 
Other than visit its 30m lighthouse (built in 
1821 and the tallest square-towered light-
house in the UK) there are not many ‘attrac-
tions’ and no grocery shop, making it 
perfect for those seeking quiet. But there is 
the Ty Pellaf farm and cafe where dinner 
and breakfast can be booked in advance.
Getting there: Bardsey is open for visits 

from March until October. Day trips are 
available (bardseyboattrips.com/product/
b t t i ) t ki b t 30 i t f

boat-trips), taking about 30 minutes from 
Porth Meudwy.
Where to stay: Weekly stays in a range of 
accommodation can be booked with the 
Bardsey Island Trust (bardsey.org), with 
prices from about £400.

A FRENCH SECRET
FORGET the splashy Cote D’Azur, the pri-
vate island of Ile de Cavallo, located between 
Corsica and Sardinia, is probably the most 
secluded hideaway in the South of France.

Little wonder it’s sometimes referred to 
as the Med’s answer to Mustique. It’s also 
part of the International Marine Park of the 
Bonifacio Strait – the largest marine natu-
ral reserve in mainland France. Mindful of 
its pristine heritage, boats aren’t allowed to 

moor in its coves. If you want to explore 
the island’s dirt tracks, you can do so on 
foot or in a golf buggy.
Getting there: Take a 15-minute ferry 
from Bonifacio on Corsica (cavallois-
land.com).Gatwick-Figari return flights 
from about £95 (easyjet.com).
Where to stay: The boutique Hotel & 
Spa des Pecheurs (hoteldespecheurs.
com) has two-night stays from £816.

SWEDISH SERENITY
THE southernmost inhabited island in 
Sweden’s Southern Gothenburg Archi-
pelago, Vrango is a place where people 
come to swim, eat seafood and enjoy 
nature – with plants such as wild aspara-
gus sprouting on the beaches.

The vibe is New England – weather-
beaten clapboard houses, sea views and 
the fact the main interests for the 400 or 
so locals are fishing and boats. The aver-
age summer temperature is 21C (70F) – 
so sunny without being scorching.
Getting there: The ferry from Gothen-
burg to Vrango takes 35 minutes (vast-

trafik.se). Stansted-Gothenburg return 
flights from about £95 (ryanair.com).

Where to stay: Kajkanten Vrango 
(kajkantenvrango.se) is a complex of 11 
boathouse apartments with a wood-fired 
floating sauna and hot tub – costs from 
£1,400 for a week in a studio apartment.
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‘It equals Jersey in its natural beauty’
Tom Ogg recently 
visited Guernsey with 
his wife and children 
for three days of 
luxury glamping, trips 
to Herm – and an 
afternoon at Oaty  
and Joey’s Playbarn

THERE have been many famous rival-
ries throughout history, from the footy-
based sparring of Celtic vs Rangers and 
the chart-bothering argy-bargy of Blur vs 
Oasis to the star-studded feuding between 
Bette Davis and Joan Crawford.

There are few, however, that can match 
the centuries-old rivalry between Jersey 
and Guernsey. 

Ever since the two bailiwicks supported 
opposing sides during the English Civil 
War in the 17th century, the inhabitants 
of both islands have taken to routinely 
poking fun at one another, with semi-
affectionate nicknames – ‘donkeys’/’ânes’ 
(Guernsey) and ‘toads’/’crapauds’ (Jersey) 
– and a general tendency to downplay 
the merits of the neighbouring isle with 
tongue only partially planted in cheek.

I’ll admit that I myself have 
occasionally used Guernsey as the butt 
of punchlines in order to raise an easy 
laugh in various JEP comment pieces and 
film reviews (discussing the 1973 film The 
Blockhouse in 2016, I wrote: ‘The film was 
shot entirely in Guernsey – no wonder the 
cast look so authentically distressed’).

Well, it is unlikely I will be resorting 
to such lame gags again because, having 
finally visited Guernsey last week, I 
now realise that the island more than 
equals Jersey in terms of family-friendly 
attractions, high-quality pubs and 

nThe stunning view from Tom’s luxury glamping tent, which overlooked L’Eree Beach and Rocquaine Bay. Inset: the pirate ship in the 
outdoor children’s play area at Camp du Rêves Pictures: TOM OGG

n Inside the ‘Rocquaine’ safari tent at Camp du Rêves, which can comfortably sleep up to six people
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restaurants and, above all, good old-
fashioned natural beauty.

Upon the kind invitation of Visit 
Guernsey and Condor Ferries, I travelled 
over to the island from Wednesday 26 to 
Saturday 29 April, along with my wife, 

Lucy, and our two sons, Teddy (2) and 
Alby (11 months) – and a thoroughly 
splendid time was had by all.

The three-night trip began with us 
boarding the Condor Liberation by 
car and then taking our seats at our 

designated table in the Horizon Lounge, 
which is available to all passengers for a 
small additional fee.

The one-hour voyage was great fun, 
with me enjoying a pint from the Horizon 
bar and Teddy – who is currently 
besotted with sea animals – watching 
the ocean through one of the floor-to-
ceiling windows while trying to guess the 
precise number of fish, crabs and lobsters 
lurking beneath the waves (there are, 
it transpires, approximately five crabs 
located in the stretch of English Channel 
that separates the two largest Channel 
Islands).

Upon arrival in Guernsey, we were 
greeted by Ian Le Moigne of Condor 
Ferries, who gave us a parking clock (we 
were delighted to discover that there 
are no parking charges anywhere in 
Guernsey – the first of several areas in 
which the island trumps Jersey) and a 
sizeable Visit Guernsey welcome pack, 
which included a guidebook, a map of 
the island, a selection of local products 
and, most importantly, an action-packed 
itinerary for the days ahead.

We then made our way along the 
narrow, winding roads of Guernsey, 
noting the curious absence of the letter 
‘G’ on the registration plates of passing 
vehicles, until we reached what would be 
our home for the ensuing 72 hours: Camp 
du Rêves.

Overlooking both L’Eree Beach and 
Rocquaine Bay, the luxury glamping site 
offers five child-friendly ‘safari tents’, 
each of which is named after a local 
beauty spot, as well as three adult-only 
‘shepherd huts’, which are nestled among 
pine trees down a short woodchip path to 
ensure maximum privacy.

Yet regardless of whereabouts on 
site an individual, family or couple is 
staying, everyone at Camp du Rêves is 
guaranteed the sort of views for which 
the word ‘spectacular’ feels almost an 
understatement, not least in the evening 
when the sun sets over the horizon and 
the entire campsite takes on a honeyed 
golden hue.
                                         (Cont on page 26)
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‘Oaty and Joey’s is a must-visit for parents with pre-teen kids’

nTeddy on Shell Beach during a day trip to Herm

nAlby, left, and Teddy, above, having fun at Oaty and Joey’s Playbarn

nThe remains of Victor Hugo’s ‘haunted house’, as visited with tour guide Soo Wellfair nThe brightly coloured ‘Pleinmont Gun’ at Pleinmont Observation Tower

(Cont from page 25)

The spacious and ingeniously designed 

safari tent in which we were staying was 

named Rocquaine and included a lounge, 

a dining area, a children’s playroom and a 

double bed, king-sized double bed and set 

of bunk beds (all as comfy as any regular 

hotel room bed – I half expected to pull 

back the sheets and find Lenny Henry 

having forty winks). There was also a 

bathroom with shower and a compact 

kitchen area, as well as an outdoor 

decking area with chairs, picnic table, 

barbecue and private garden. 

Elsewhere on site, there were several 

communal spaces, including an indoor 

games room filled with dozens of games 

and toys for adults and children alike, a 

fire pit and pizza oven, a boules court and 

a children’s playground – with pirate ship!

Five years in the making, Camp du 

Rêves is a family-run business and came 

about after Danny Barnes, a landscape 

gardener by trade, decided to transform 

a three-acre work yard into a luxury 

‘glampsite’. The result has since proven 

as popular with locals as it has with 

holidaymakers, with many Guernsey 

residents enjoying staycations in a safari 

tent or shepherd hut since the site opened 

to the public in 2020.

Following our first good night’s sleep, 

Lucy, Teddy, Alby and I made our way to 

Portelet on the Thursday morning to meet 

Soo Wellfair, a gold level accredited tour 

guide and our friendly, good-humoured 

and highly knowledgeable host for the 

morning.
Beginning at Portelet Kiosk and ending 

at the suitably magical Fairy Ring (La 

Table Des Pions), the fact-filled walk 

encompassed visits to Fort Pezeries, 

the picturesque Lihou Island and the 

Pleinmont Observation Tower, along with 

a picture treasure hunt that kept Teddy 

occupied and entertained throughout 

the journey. Details of Victor Hugo’s 

haunted house and the grimly fascinating 

‘Lihou murders’ were disclosed by Soo 

in a tactile manner that ensured Teddy 

remained unspooked, not that he is easily 

spooked anyway (the benefits of being a 

hardened Scooby Doo fan).

For anyone with an interest in 

sightseeing and/or the history of 

Guernsey, I highly recommend visiting 

Soo Wellfair Tours on Facebook and 

booking an appointment.

A pre-booked lunch followed at The 

Rockmount pub, which is located on the 

west coast of Guernsey, and which is an 

ideal venue for diners with children in 

tow. I was able to nip across the road to 

the beautiful Cobo Beach with Teddy in-

between ordering our food and it arriving 

at the table.
For my main, I opted for the Hot Shot 

Chicken Parmesan (crispy breaded 

chicken breast topped with béchamel 

sauce, pepperoni and grated cheese), 

which was smothered in just the right 

amount of garlic mayo and jalapeños to 

deliver a taste both sweet and spicy. I 

would always rather have chips than fries 

but the accompanying skin-on fries were 

nevertheless tasty, as were the crunchy 

chicken strips we ordered from the 

children’s menu for Teddy.

The Rockmount – one of almost two 

dozen Randall’s venues in Guernsey – 

is popular with locals (almost all the 

tables were occupied during our visit) 

and Teddy and I spent an enjoyable post-

lunch half-hour looking at the hundreds 

of vintage adverts, cartoons and posters 

dotted on the walls throughout the pub.

By now, the weather was growing 

increasingly wet and windy and a visit to 

the outdoor children’s play area at nearby 

Saumarez Park was quickly abandoned. 

It didn’t matter, however, as an afternoon 

at Oaty and Joey’s Playbarn was up next 

on our Visit Guernsey itinerary and, as 

we soon discovered, the playbarn is both 

a) indoors and b) completely and utterly 

awesome.
We were greeted on arrival by 

manager Hilton Ruch, who offered a 

little background info on Oaty (the venue 

mascot) and Joey (an enormous replica 

biplane), as well as some complimentary 

food and drinks from the dining area.

An essential port of call for parents 

with pre-teen children, Oaty and Joey’s 

Playbarn is located in the lovely Oatlands 

Village and boasts an absolutely enormous 

multi-level play frame in which Teddy 

happily ran riot for hours: climbing up 

and down, running in and out, swinging 

on ropes, whizzing down slides, tossing 

plastic balls into air-powered launchers 

– and all with his mum or dad following 

closely behind.

Alby, meanwhile, spent much of his 

time playing with the foam house bricks 

(there is something strangely satisfying 

about being able to bounce a house brick 

off your head without fear of injury) 

and gazing in awe at the multi-coloured 

fluorescent tubes.

Both children – and, truth be told, 

parents – were having so much fun that 

we ended up staying at Oaty and Joey’s 

for several hours longer than initially 

planned, although we nevertheless 

managed to squeeze in a quick visit to 

Rebecca’s Chocolates in Oatlands Village 

before closing time. I’m not much of a 

chocolate eater myself but I can imagine 

any recovering chocoholics setting foot 

into the old-fashioned chocolaterie would 

quickly find themselves relapsing.

The following day saw the weather 

brightening, and just in time for our day 

trip to Herm, the name of which always 

immediately makes me think of Inspector 

Clouseau trying to say ‘home’ (‘Kato, I’m 

herm’).
We were sailing to and from the island 

with Travel Trident, whose chatty and 

good-natured director Peter Wilcox 

offered recommendations on where to 

visit and what to see during our time in 

Herm.
The subsequent crossing took little 

more than ten minutes and we were 

soon sitting down for lunch and drinks 

in the Mermaid Tavern & Restaurant, a 

delightfully old-school pub replete with 

live band, roaring open fire and – the true 

sign of a quality pub – hundreds of beer 

mats decorating the walls.

It has become fashionable these days 

for pubs and restaurants to offer small 

but elaborately presented portions (too 

often ‘chips’ equates to ‘half a dozen fries 

served in a novelty miniature frying 

basket’) but, thankfully, the Mermaid 

was having none of that nonsense, and 

my ‘Mermaid Special’ – battered cod 

fillet, jumbo sausage, chips and curry 

sauce – was a stomach-swelling feast that 

barely left room for my pint of Rocquettes 

Guernsey Cider, although I just about 

managed to swig it down.

Less greedy than yours truly, Lucy 

opted for the Guernsey cheddar and 

Rocquettes cider chutney Bloomer 

sandwich, while Teddy enthusiastically 

polished off a plate of Herm ale battered 
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cod goujons from the children’s menu.

We then made our way to Shell 

Beach, which does indeed have rows of 

multi-coloured shells lined up along its 

shoreline, and which is quite stunningly 

beautiful. Better yet, the beach was 

almost entirely deserted, offering much 

opportunity for paddling, splashing, 

running about, building sandcastles and 

just generally making a lot of noise.

Arriving back in Guernsey, we had 

planned to have dinner at The Taste of 

India, having been reliably informed that 

it was one of the finest restaurants in the 

island. However, we were all still stuffed 

from lunch at the Mermaid Tavern and, 

after three days of activities, Teddy and 

Alby were well and truly ready for some 

serious shut-eye.

As such, we headed back to Camp du 

Rêves and, once the kids were asleep, 

Lucy and I spent our third and final 

evening in Guernsey sitting on the 

porch outside our tent, a drink in hand, 

watching as the sun slowly disappeared 

over the horizon.

As we arrived back in Jersey the 

following day (once again having sailed 

across in the Horizon Lounge of the 

Condor Liberation), I looked at the ever-

growing number of new buildings and 

office blocks that have sprouted up in St 

Helier in recent years, each of which is 

as glossy, characterless and abrasively 

out-of-place as the next, and not for the 

first time I found myself wishing that 

the powers-that-be in Jersey would stop 

trying to turn the Island into something 

it isn’t.
Much like Guernsey, the appeal of 

Jersey lies in the fact that it is a beautiful, 

unique, quaint, largely unspoiled island, 

but this will stop being the case if St 

Helier is made to resemble the sort of 

soulless financial hub as found in the 

flashier parts of London.

And then there won’t be any question 

left as to which island is nicer in the great 

Jersey vs Guernsey debate.

nFor more on Visit Guernsey, visit 

visitguernsey.com

nFor more on Condor Ferries and 

the Horizon Lounge, or to book, visit 

condorferries.co.uk

nFor more on Camp du Rêves, or to 

book, visit guernseyglamping.com

nFor more on Soo Wellfair, or to 

book a guided walk, visit Soo Wellfair 

Tours on Facebook

nFor more on Oaty and Joey’s 

Playbarn, visit oatyandjoeys.gg

nFor more on Travel Trident 

(pictured), or to book a trip to Herm, 

visit traveltrident.com
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Le Telegramme
-Brittany’s second 
largest paper (200,000 
print edition) 
-10.8 million unique 
monthly visitors in April 
2023

Ouest france
-Back page of all 52 editions 
(readership of 2 million)
-cover of the Normandy editions
-cited by France Inter in their 
morning press review  
(7 million listeners)
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